Sepply Bill.

Legislntive Qssemb{p,
15t Jurny, 1896,

WEDNESDAY,

Message : Supply ; in Commitiee of Supply
and of Ways and Means—Supply Bill,
£250,000 ; first, second. and third read-
inga—Returus: Cost, Le., of Mullewa-
Cue Rouiliway ; Cost, &c., of Novtham-
Kelgoorlie Kailways; Leases on gold-
Sfields, and Reatafls; Lrxpendilure on
Perth-Fremantle Road; Claims and
Payments re Railway Goods Damaged—
Mation : Commitlec of Inquiry ve Fre-

mantle Huibor Works—Address-in-
Reply ; wveswmption  of  debale—Ad-
journment.

The Speaker took the chair at
4.30 o’clock, p.m.

PRrRatERS,

MESSAGE—SUPPLY.

The following message from His

Excellency the Governor was presented
by the Premier, and read to the
Houose :—

“GERARD SMITH,
“ Clovernor.

“ In accordauce with the provisions of
“ Section 67 of ¢‘The Constitution Act,
1889, the Governor reconunends to the
“ Liegrislative Assenbly that provision be
“ made to the extent of £250,000 towards
‘“defraying the expenses of the vavious
“ Departments  and  Services of the
* Colony duoring the year ending the last
“ day of June, 1897,

“ Grovernment  House,
“July,1896.”

Ordered—That the foregoing message
be referved tothe Committee of Supply,
80 soon as constituted.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

The House having resolved itself into
a Committee of Supply (the Standing
Orders having been suspended so as to
permit of a Supply Bill heing passed
through all stages at one sitting),—

Tae PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest)
moved, “That there be granted to Her
Majesty, on account of the service of the
year 1896-7, a sun not exceeding
£250,000, towards defraying the expenses
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of the varioug deparlments and  services
ol the colony.”

Agreed to.

Resolution reporied to the House, and
report adopted.

TN COMMITTUE OF WAYS AND MEANS.

On the motion of the Premicr, a
resolution was agreed to for granting a
sum not exceeding £250,000 out of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, in accord-
ance with the resolution passed in
Committee of Supply.

Resolution veported to the House, and
report adopted.

SUPPLY BILL, £250,000,

In accordance with the foregoing
resolutions, I'ng PREMIER (Hon. Sir
J. Forrest), by leave and without notice,
introduced a Supply Bill for applying
out of the Consoliduted Revenue Fund
the sum of £250,000 o the service of
the vear ending 30Lth June, 1897. The
Bill was read a first time, nlso o second
time; and, having passed throungh com-
mittee without amendment, the Bill was
read a tlird time, and passed. The
Bill was transmitted to the Legislative
Council.

RETUORN—COST, &c, OF MULLEWA-
CURE RAILWAY.
Me. ILLINGWORTH, in accordance

with  notice, moved that a return
be laid upon the table, showing,—

1, the cost of construction of rail-
way from BMullewa fo Cue, mclusive
of extra embabkments, &c., between
Yalgoo and Magnet ; 2, the total cost of
ails, fastenings, &c., alse of stations or
other works not included in Baxter and
Prince’s tender; 3, the cost of rolling-
stock for above line; 4, the amount of
surplus available from moneys voted for
construction and ecuipment of above
line.
Agreed to.

RETURN—COST, &c., OF NORTHAM.-
KALGOCRLIK RALLWAY.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH, in accordance
with notice, moved that a return be laid
upon ihe table, showing,—1, the total
cost of railways from Northain to Kal-
goorlie, inclusive of permanent way
| material, stations, &¢., not included in
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contract ; 2, the vost of relling-stock lor
ahove line; 3, the balance available
from loan moneys already voted for
above railways.

Agreed to.

RETURN—LEASES ON GOTDFIELDS
AND REN'I'ALS,

Mr. ILLINGWORTH, iv accordance
with notice, moved that a return be Inid
upon the table, showing,-~1, the number
of leases in each proclaimed goldfield of
the colony ; 2, the total area of all lands
held under mining leases; 3, the total
annual rentals received for the years end-
ing June 30, 1894, 1895, and 1896
respectively; 4, the approximate rentals
for the year ending June 30, 1897.

Agreed to,

RETURN—EXPENDITURE ON PERTH.
FREMANTLE ROAD.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH, in accordance
with notice, moved that a return be laid
upon the table, showing,—I, the amount
voted for the construction of the Perth-
Fremantle Road; 2, the amount ex-
pended out of public funds on said road
to date; 3. the amount required to
finish said road.

Agreed to.

RETURN—CLAIMS AND PAYMEN'TS RE
RAILWAY GOODS DAMAGED.

Me. RANDELL, in accordance with
notice, moved that a return be laid upon
the table, showing,—1, all amounts
puid by the Railwuy Departinent in com-
pensation for goods signed for and short-
delivered or damaged in Uiransit, other-
wise than by accidents to trains; also,
compensation paid for personul injuries
to passengers; 2, claims paid for goods,
&e., damaged or destroyed by accidents
te trains; also, to pussongers or their
representatives for personal injuries;
3, o statement of claims made but not
yel adjusted.

Agreed to.

MOTTON—COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY RE
FREMANTLE HARBOR WORKS.
Mr. GEORGE moved—* That, in the
opinion of this Honse, » committeeshould
be appointed to inquire into the working
and cost.of the Fremantle harbor works,
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with power te eall in such professional as-
sistance as way be found necessary.” e
said he was quite aware that in this mo-
tion he would receive no support from the
Government benches, for, if he did, that
cirgumstance would give consilerable
point to questions which were raised in
the uble speech of the honorable member
for Nannine, on the previous evening.
with regard to the Engineer-in-Chief.
The reasons for asking for this return
were that, in his opinion, and in the
opiion of many practical men who had
carried out a considerable amount of
heavy public works in other colonies, the
costs that had been laid before the country
in relation to the Fremantle harbor works
were not such as would meet with the
commendation of those persons who would
be engaged in carrying out such work if
let by private contract. It was very easy
to preseut a return of cost which might
be accurate in some particulars, but en.
tircly misleading as to the actual and
final cost of the works. There had been
considerablecommentamong practical men
—not theorelical men, for unfortunately
theoretical men were always backed up by
their colleagues, whereas practical men
were more open to conviction, and more
inclined to question the things set before
them- asto the cost of carrying out these
works,and there weregrave questions as to
whether they ought to be carried out in the
manner now pursued. The Engineer-in-
Chief was responsible for the statement
of cost which had been placed hefore the
conntry, but be (Mr. George) ventured to
say that that gentleman, able and ex-
perienced thongh be was, had not time to
give to the nccessary supervision of that
work, or to sec that it was carried

out in & Tmroper manner. The
Enginecr-in - Chiet  had  lieutenants,
it was true, hut 1ihose licutenants

were not guided by the same prineiples
which they would be guided by if work-
ing for private contractors. 1t was very
easy indeed to give a small cost of public
works, on paper, but those persons who
were accustomed to that class of work
would readily understand that the adding
or subtracting of a few thousand yards
of material would make a considerable
difference in the percentage of cost, and,
if he (Mr. George) was correctly in-
formed, there had been no cross sections
of the bill taken from which this material
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was removed, that the mode of ealcula-
tion adopiad for it was that so many
tons had been carvied into the sea, or
placed on the hase, and so many trains
per day had been run carrying o vepuled
quantity of tons. If that was correct, it
was a false and mislending way of calen-
lation—a way that did not obtain for a
single moment amongst those persons
who had to reckon pounds and shillings
in their caleulations, instead of veckoning
hundreds or thousands of pounds, as was
done in large Government works. He
was told there was w weighbridge on the
works, but he did not think it was used
in weighing the material. The usual
practical way of calculating contents was
to lake the cubic contents, and from this
calculation to deduce the gquantity of
tons. The present Engineer-in-Chief
had a weakness for caleulating in tons.
He had left the old-fashioned practice of
ealculating cubic yards, and preferred to
reckon in tons. While the Engineer-in-
Chiet was allowed to carry on these
works by the pernicious system of day
labor, he might make a show of cheap-
ness by caleulating so many tons thrown
into the sen; but he (Mr. George) ven-
tured to say that, if thecommittee heasked
for were granted, and were cmpowered to
call for such professional assistance as
might be required, the country would be
somewhat startled by the result. He
would freely adwmit, and perhaps in doing
so he was giving to the Government
one of the strongest arguments they counld
bring against him, that be did not
think it possible for uny Government
departinent to carry out works as cheuply
as they could be done by contractors.
One argument used arainst the contract-
ing system was that the material in this
case was of such a peculiar nature that
it wonld be difficult to judge which por-
tion should be used in the mole, and
which should bLe thrown into the river,
if contractors were to carry out the work ;
but that statement carried its own refu-
tation, for if those in charge of the work
were not capable of drawing up a speci
fication to mect the case, they were not
worthy of the position in which they
were placed. He had not the slightest
doubt thatif this system, which was going
on throughout the country, of deing
Government work by continuous day
labor, and which the Premier seemed to
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favor, were atlowed Lo go on, the ultimate
result would be to enhance the value of
the heads of those huge depariments,
and make them, as it were, the one sole
controlling power throughout the colony.
He Oid not wish to disparage the Fre-
mantle harbor works. On the contrary,
Te would be prepared, on proper occasion,
to go even further than the Premier
proposed togo; but ke did argue that,
while they gave the most it was possible
to do in this respect, let Lhem give it
economically and justly to the resi of the
eountry, and he did not Lelieve they were
doing that now. He believed that the
costs that were placed before the House
last session were about as false as it was
possible to be. Grant this Cownmittee,
and he would try te show that this was
0. But, of course, if the Government
were to consent to this Committee, they
would at onee adwit that the gentleman
in whom they put their faith for the
Coolgardie water scheme was perhaps a
little wanting in the foresight necessary
to carry it out.

Tue PREMIER (Hou. Sir John
Forrest) said that, as he had had a
gond deal to de with the Fremantle lar-
bor works from their iuception, hehad
asked his honorable friend, the Director
of Public Works, to allow him to reply
to the honorable member for the Murray.
He (the Premier) hoped that the honor-
able member would not press his motion,
as there was really no occasion for it.
The Governmeni were fully prepared to
give cvery ipformatiou that the House
desired m regard to these works. They
would give o return in any pr"u,tica.l
shape that might be asked for by hon.
members, as to The expenditure, as to the
way the work was being carried on, and
as to the cost of everything. Indeed,
they would give as much detail as the
House desired. But for the honorable
member to ask for a Select Committee to
inguire into the working and the cost of
these works, with power to call for pro-
fessional advice, would imply that there
was something going wrong in regard to
the construction and the carrying out of
tho&f, great works. He (the Fremier)
*was in the way of hearing the opinious of
the public, as wellas moqt members, and
he bad never heard, during the time
these works were going on, anyone
express dissutisfuction vither as to the



82 Tuquedry.

progress of the works, or the way in
which they were being managed. He
had never heard anyone say that there
was any undue extravagance in carrying
on the works. In fact, he had heard no
complaint up to the present. This was
perhaps strange, thut no one should
make a complaint, either from Fremantle
or from the members of this House, as to
the arrangements that were being made
for the carrying out of this great
national work. That being so, was it
wisc or reasonable that a commiltee
of this House should be appointed to
inquire into the working and cost of these
harbor works, and be empowered to call
for enginecring advice, when the present
was the first occasion on which any com-
plaint had been made?

Me. GEorece: What about last session ?

Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir Joln
Forrest): The hon. member admitted,
by his own words, that to appoint such a
committee would be a censure upon the
gentleman who was entrusted by the
Government with the control of these
works. The economical way in which
these works had been carried out by the
able and experienced officer in charge of
them did not warrant the motion of the
hon. member. As to the quantity of
stone that bad been cast into the sea, he
bad no doubt the department had many
ways of getiing at it. First, there was
the quantity carried on the trucks, then
there were the absolute sections of the work
a8 it existed so far as it had gone; and
hon. members could have these sections by
measurement and by sounding, showing
the absolute position of the structure and
the slope from end to end. Drawings of
these sections could be placed on the
table of the House, and he would ask the
Director of Public Works te have them
placed there, so that the hon. member for
the Murray, or others, might be able to
caleulate for themselves whether the
amount of stuff reported to have hecn
thrown into the sea had actually found a
place within the particular section. As
far as the Government were concerned,
they iad nothing to hide or keep back
in this matter. The hon. member seemed
to think that the work might have bech
carried out cheaper by contractors. He
(the Premier) was not going to say that
day work under the direction of a Govern-
ment department, or carried out by any
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one else. was guite as economical as if the
same work were let out by contract; but
in letting o contract there were many
contingencies, such as  law - suits
of an interminable kind in regard to de-
tails, and unless the department made
conditions bthat might appear unfair or
harsh, it would not be easy to provide for
ull that was necessary in some Govern-
ment works. That was especially the
case in carrying out harbor works, where
some of the details were not kuown to a
certainty, and if such works were let out
by contruct, he did not feel so sure that
they would be done more economically.
Indeed, he believed that in the present
case 1t would be much more expensive to
have carried on these works by the con-
tract system than by the present system,
and would not be so satisfactory. It was
too late for the hon. member to talk now
about doing this work by contract, be-
cause they were hoping to see it in a fair
way towards completion in ashort time;
and any observations with regard to what
the Government ought to have done
two or three years ago would not have
much weight at the present time.  There-
fore, in view of the offer he now made to
the House, to supply the sections and any
other reasonable information which the
hon. member for the Murray orany other
bon. member might requmre, he would
ask that hon. member not to press
his motion ; and he would ask the House,
if necessary, to divide on the matter, in
order nob to cast a shar and censure on
the able and experienced ofticer who was
doing good work here, and was raising
up a monument to himself und the colony
in these harbor works at Fremantle.

Mz. SOLOMON said he had watched
the progress of the Fremantle harbor
works, and, as far as he could see, the
work was bemg done efficiently. Pos.
sibly there had been some extra cost with
regard to the sand-filling which had been
attempted by means of a dredge, but he
understood that that was now heing
altered. In regard to the motion before
the House, if the hon. member for the
Murray had asked for a return on any
matters connected with the works, he
(BMr. Solomon) would have been very
glad fo have supported him, but he
thought that at the present moment
when they were entertaining ideas for
important new works, it would be in-
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jurious to the colony to have a board
appointed.  He thought he conld go as
far as to say that the Government had
imported a good man to carry out the
harbor works, but that the Engineer-in-
Chief lad too much to do in connection
with the railways, He hoped that in
this matter there would soon be a ¢hange,
and that the Engineer-in-Chicf would
be relieved of a portion of the railway
work.

Me. ILLINGWORTH suid that, while
he was of opinion the hon. member for
Murray had not taken the best means
of arriving at the object in view, he (Mr.
Tllingworth) had not, like the Premier,
failed to hear reflections upon the mawner
in. which the works werc being carried
out. Regarding the matter of cost, there
were prominent men employed on the
works who asscrted that there was a mis-
leading process adopted with reference to
the quantity of material that was being
made use of, and that the actual cost of
the works would not therefore be shown.
He did not place very much importance
upon these representations, or he wonld
long before have brought the matter
hefore the House.  After all, the country
had to pay the cost of the work, and the
appointment of the board would not alter
the price, and, thercfore, he would not
vote for the motion. But, after all. it was
only to the quantities of the material, and
not the cost of the entire scheme, that
the misleading process to which he had
referved applied. Of course it was un-
satisfactory that such a misleading
process should be going on. It would be
far better for the House to know every
detail of the price of the material. He
did not think that the passing of this
motion would further the interests of
the colony or lessen the iotal outlay.
He was perfectly satisfied that the
accurate figures were not being given per
ton or per cubic yard. He wuas per-
fectly satisfied that there was something
wrong. [Tre PREMIER: Ask fora return. ]
Allough he was perfectly satisfied that
there was something wrong, he was sure
that the hon. member for the Murray
would not get at what was wrong by the
process by which he attempted to arrive
at it, and consequentily he (Mr. Iling-
worth) would not vote for the motion.

Mer. GEORGE said that, while he had
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said anything about the Engineer-in.
Chief  that was so disrezpectful  as
the statement of  ¢he hou. ember
for South IFremantle, who had said
that the Government had imported
the Bngineer-in-Chiel to carry out the
harbor works, but the hon. gentleman
omitled to say whether the Evgineer-in-
Chief had eome in under hond or at ad
vadorem duty. He did not think it was
necessary to discuss the motion any
further, but be might say that he had so
much respect for the Engineer-in-Chief
that he thought he was eutitled to more
than the miserable sum of £1,200 per
annum. [Tur Premier: Hear, hear.]
As the Premier bad promised him that he
would obtain a full and detailed return—
[''ue PrEmier: Reasonable and -practi-
cable ones.J—he would on that under-
standing withdraw the motion, but he
must be allowed to judge at to whether
the returns were ample for his purpose,
it being possible for the Public Works
Department to bluff inquirers in their
search for information. He would ask
the loave of the House to withdraw the
motion.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

ADDRESS.IN-EEPLY.
DEBATE RESUMED.

Mr. SIMPSON : I do nol know
whether it is that T am growing older or
becoming more praciical, but I really
think that this process of the Parlia-
mentary programme that we go through
on the consideration of the Governor's
Speech and the formality of moving an
Address-in-Reply savors something of the
ludicrous to the members of this House.
When the gentleman who is responsible
for this Speech, the Premier, appealed to
members as he did last night to aveid
discussing any clauses of the Speech
until his views were before the House, I
think it is o waste of a great deal of very
valuable public time for us to consider the
Speech at such length. It must have
been pleasant to members of this House
to listen to the hon. member for the
AMoore in his genial and courteous fashion
moving the motion, and they must have
been slightly amused at the ardor ex-
hibited by the hon. member, which is so
indicative of the carnestness of proselytes

gained a little information, be had not | in anew cause. And it was, indeed, with
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pleaswre that T read the remarks of the
hon, member for West Perth. T wus
glad indeed to be assured how closely he
1s in touch with the advancing condition
of the colony, and I believe that he will
break away from the old conservative
gide, that Tory bent of the present
Ministry, and that be will be a more pro-
gressive and active administrator of the
affairs of the people of this country at
the presect time. The Speech, of course,
exhibits the great prosperity of the
colony, and fhe splendid way our re-
sources are beginning to open up. Al-
though I am not wishing to look at the
colony despondently, I like to look facts
plainly in the face, and when one reads
the report of the Collector of Customs, he
finds no great grounds for extreme satis-
faction. Our industries are not expand-
ing in all directions as fast as we should
like to see. The gold export is incrensing
enormously ; last year we turned out
nearly ten tous of gold. The opening up
of the mines is beginning to tell, but when
one looks at the commercial enterprise of
the colony, one cannot be very specially
satisfied. If weare to eliminate gold from
our exports, I do not think there are any
very great grounds for congralulation
yet, but I do not want to look upon the
dismmal side. T have been always looked
upon as an extreme optimist. We have
only just begun in the development of the
country, und I think as o people in this
great big part of the British Ewmpire that
we have only just started in pursuit of
our goal. But I do not think that there
18 any very great ground for congratula-
tion when we get away from the gold
industry. And if T might be permitted
to suggest an iunovation in our Parlia-
mentary procedure, I would like to point
out, although it is a little carly to do so,
that we have not as yet the departmenial
reports. Doubtless, Ministers have the
information, hut I think it would be for
the public good if the reports of the
various departments were placed in the
hands of hon. members at the meeting of
Parliament. T can see no reason why
they should net be placed before us. I
know that the reports of the Lands De-
partment havereached themorning daily
which is the great supporter of the
(Government, but they have not yet
renched the members of this House
[(Tre Premier: Well, it is on the table
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of the House.] Then they have not
been distributed to the representa-
tives of the people who, I think, should
receive the reports of that great depart-
ment called the Lands as soon as a
newspaper. In the carly part of the
Speech the question of TFederation is
alluded to, and I must really congratulate
the Ministry wupon their accelerated
activity with regard to this question.
Personally, I thought that their attitude
towards this question, so far as I have
been able to judge, was luke-warm. I
had never gathered from the Premicr's
action, or that of any other member of
the Ministry, that they were strong on
the federal 1dea. The Federation question
is talked of as if it were a new subject.
I trust that when a measure dealing
with it iz submitted to Parlinment, and
representatives are selected to attend the
Convention which is spoken of, the
public will be given every opportunity in
the selection of those representatives, and
that they will be enabled to speak
definitely, supported by strong public
opinion. 'The great question that comes
next is that of additional representation.
It is one that excited some rather angry
remarks from the Premier lust night.
[Tue Premier: No, no] T do not
know why the hon. member should be so
peculinrly thin-skinned when any matter
1B suggested coming from the hon.
member for Naname, I believe, and
I think thau every member of this House
believes conscientiously, that this Parha-
ment, sitting here on the 15th July of
this ycar, does not represent the people
of thig country. The changing conditions
of the colony establisk the fact that the
members of this Parliament are not
distinctly representative of the wishesand
desires of thegreatmajority of those whomn
the Blectoral Act enables to elect as the
representative of the people. T was a
hittle surprised to observe that the state-
ment has gone forth throughout the
country that some members of Parliament
are opposed to representation on the
basis of population. T appeal to the
House to extend honor and justice. On
what other basis than that of population
can representation he given? Lot the
superstrueture be what it way, this
should he the foundation, in giving to the
people the rights and freedoms which are
their birthright—the recognition of the
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principle contended for by our fore-
Tathers that there shall be no taxation
without representation. T do hope that
in the future of this great country
equitable representation will be given to
the people, that due consideration will
be given to the bagis of pupulation, and
thut at the same time the wisdom and
integrity of Parliament will be so com-
bined that the Houscs may be able to
give due representation to the various
industries and interests of the country.
I cannot imagine that such legislution is
incompatible with the best intercsts of
this country. It seems to me that we
huwve got to look the question straight in
the face, and we have to realise that in-
deed, growing as we are, with ocnor-
mgus revenue coming into our treasury,
we must give the people wlo find the
means a fair veice in saying how the
revenue is to be spent and how they are
to be governed. Clause 5 provide
railways.  Well, certainly, in the present
condition of the colony the work of the
Legislature ig very largely to make provi-
sion for opening up Western Australinby
means of railwuys aud roads, not exclu-
sively to make provision for the agricul-
tural interests and the development of
the resotrces of the land. Yhese works
to which Clause 5 alludes shall have my
hearty support, and I hope 16 will be
realised in connection with these works
that this coleny is getting beyond the
sandalwood and pork stage—that this
country wants to make a ove a little
further on. 'There is a good deal of
mercury and quicksilver in the colony;
and 1t is about time that we
realise that we must push ahead in
our development, if weare to keep abreast
of Australian progress. I notice that
mention is made of drainage, sewerage,
and water supply te the towns of the
colony. I hope that these works will be
carried out under a comprehensive mea-
sure, and I hope that the Government in
their wisdom will see the advisableness of
adopting the suggestion that was made
last year in the form of a motion by the
hon. member for Beverley, that a publie
works vommittee should be appointed, to
whowmn these matters shall be subimnitted
for consideration before they are brought
before the House. If such a comnuttee
had heen appointed in the other colonies,
they wouldd bave been saved the expendi-
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ture of enormous sums upon unpreduc-
tive works which have caused many of
their troubles.  In Clause 6, reference is
made to measures dealing with customs
duties. The phrasc is so vaguethat it does
not even indicate whether dutics are to be
put on or taken off, bub we may suppose,
from the interjection of a Minister, that
a reduction of dutiesis intended. Ihope
that the Government will not be long
dealing with this matter,and that Western
Australia may soon hecome a place where
it will be possible to live as cheaply as
in any part of the world. For the more
maney we take out of the pockets of the
people_in the form of taxes on the neces-
saries of life, the less they haveto devote
te the development of the country.” I
shall welcome any measure that is de-
signed to take off customs duties and to
cheapen the cost of living. The Agri-
cultural Tand Bank isto come up again
for a little help, a little tinkering, and a
little suggestion. I am perfectly satisfied
that one form the bank will take will be
an application for more money. At the
present time I am unable to say that the
hank is doing good. It is unfair to
anticipate what the results from it will
be. I desire to deal with the bank in
pertect fuirness; und, within the limits of
reasonable sceurity, it behoves us to make
it do more good. I shall enly be too glad
to hear that it bas succeeded. ‘The
reference to new wmining legislation is not
clear us to whether it relates to mineral
land, or whether it relates to the gold-
fields. I shull be very glad to see an
extension of the land law with a view to
helping ihe producer. But it seems to
me that the pastoralistis as much entitled
to free land as the agriculturist, who now
receives it. I am convinced that if a
man will improve his holding, and turn
it to the best account, it is to the interests
of the colony tbat he should have it free
of rent. We want to create industries in
the colony; and we should place the
pastornlist upon the same basis as the
agriculturist, if we desire to make the
new measure an equitable one. 1 have
heard for the last five years sympathy
for the squatter expressed in this House.
I very seldown symnpathise; I don’t care
about it. I would rather try to help;
and if we start with a principle that we
give land to any deserving settler, I see
. 1o reason why we should not apply the
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rule to the pastoralists. With regard to
the public works that are wlluded to, T
hope that during this session some action
may be taken touching the arvchitectural
branch of the Public Works Department.
When complaints were made in the
House last year about the Government
architectural branch, we were told that
the cost for plans and supervision of
works was not more than five per cent.
I am absolutely in possession of facts
which show that the cost is over nine per
cent. In travelling about this country a
great deal as I do, I see things called
buildings in the form of hoespitals, court-
houses, post-oflices, and police-stations,
which are sights for gods and men.
Nothing is more scandalons than the
expenditure in the architect’s branch in
this colony. In the back blocks the other
day I was talking to a practical man,
who stuck his knife into the material of
one of the Government buildings, He
satd—* In the name of God, did youever
see such wasteful extravagaunce 7 In
saying these things, I hope I speak the
words of soberness and truth. [ hope
the Government will take action in the
form of abolishing our architectural
department, which 18 remmrkable for

nothing but enormous waste. In theother |

colonis, the public architects have been
abolished as being extravagantand corrupt.
The neighboring Governments were driven
to that action by the force of public
opinion, Clausel2leadsap to the Bunbury
barbor improvements. On reading the
Vice-regal Specch I found this brought
inin a very apologetic sort of way, [Eb was
to be found at the hottom of a page, at
the very last line, and wore a sort of “1
hope I don’t intrude” air. Well, Ministers
having placed it there among railways to
agricultural centres and other large public
works, I thought that as a public matter
it was my duty to look into it carefully
and consider the reasons for harbor works
at Bunbury, so T turned up the Collector
of Customs’ report, which Ithought would
furnish me with exactand positive infor-
mation, which I think the Premier him-
self will not gainsay, and sure cnough I
found the information. Page 24 of that

report: furnished me with a schedule. At
the end of schedule 9, dealing with

the number. tounage, and crews of vessels
entered and cleared out of varivus ports
in the colony during 1895, I saw‘ Bun-

o
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bury—1 vessel entered, 498 tons, crew 13;”
and it never went out again. It never
gob out.  [Tie Presusr: Those are
foreign vessels.] I don't know anything
about that. There was one vessel ; and
here we are to be asked to spend thou-
sands and thousands of pounds to make
a harbor there. [Twe Premigr: Oh,
you know beiter than that.] This isan
ofticial report, und it shows thab one
vessel entercd at the port of Bunbury, und
she never gof away. (Laughter.) I
trust that the House will accept this
schedule; it is the only information 1
could get about Bunbury, and Parlia-
ment is asked to spend huge sums of
money for harbor works there. 8o much
for Bunbury. It is gratifying that a
large tumber industry s growing up. I
am eure that honorable members will
remember the Premier recently sat in the
classic fields of Bunbury and met his
constituents. I have always observed
that when he has visited Buabury—
whether it i due to the splendour and
geniality of his welcome, or to the blue-
star champagne that they are so fond of
down there — he always makes some
remarkuble statement.  When he was
down there this last time he said that he

s wag preparving  some schemes that would

stagger some people.  Well, T may say,
with Mr Dick Swiveller, that this country
hag had an unmitigated staggerer. In
Clause 4 it is proposed to take water to
the top of Mount Burges. The Premier
sometimes drops into poetry. I think T
remember on one occasion that he recited
that poem entitled ** Jump Jim Crow.”
Itis amusing that the Premier in the short
spaceof ninemonths can soJumpJim Crow.
Perhaps it will suggest to some members
the danger of reading poetry, as it might
be in danger of working itself into
their beings. But here we bave the
Premier’s speech last year on the elec-
tric supply and waterworks bill. On
the 9th October, 1895, the Premier usked
the House T pags this simple bill giving
Crown licences to people who were willing
to spend theirmoneyon enterprisesof this
kind, that the Government were not
willing to undertake to supply goldfields
with wader and light. The Premier's
words were:—* The Government are not,
prepared to recommend Lo Parliument
any practical scheme for conveying a
permanent water supply to Coolgardie. »
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work which might cost millions of money,
and in these circumstauces it seems
only fair that a private syndicate who
may be prepared to undertake the task
should have the opportunity of deing so.”
That is one member of the Ministry.
We have other members speaking on

this question. T'he Commissioner of
Crown [Lands, who is distinguished in

this House for his integrity of purpose
and stern sense of duty, bpca.l\mg on the
sane matter on the 10th On,tol)u'. 1895,
said :—** The fact of the matter is that
the CGrovernment have been pestered with
applications for small schemes, which it
was very desirable indeed should Ue
carried into effect. The Government
could not do it, and they could not give
anyone else permission to do it.”
The Attorney-General, whose words carry
weight in this House, follows in the same
strain. He says that the Government
have no idea of carrying out any scheme
of this sort for the supply of water to
the goldfields. [ referred to this matter
last June when I was addressing wmy
constituients. I said then that there was
i scheme in the aiv. T knew that there
was. T knew that materials were being
prepared to construct an Mngineer's
monwnent—another one  than  that
referred to last night by the Premter.
The Government said “ We will have
another water tap on the Lop of Mount
Burges which 1t will cost millions of
pounds to complete.” T challenge the

Government to produce & mining man, of -

any grade from a wining engineer down
to the commonest dry-blower, who would
say that such a scheme was asked for
from the Government or will be required.
I have bere a letter, with which I do not
propose to weary the House, against the
scheme, and T bave a communication
from a leading wan connected with our
goldfields, a man whose operations attest
the confidence reposed in him by capital-
ists, and who affirms that there i1s no
necessity for the Government to attempt
to carry the water from the Darling
Ranges to Coolgardie. I say,andI yield
to no man in knowing the development
of the goldficlds, that we shall be able to
strike waler more or less at any depth.
[Ter Premrer: Very much less, some-

times.] Then. again, there is danger in
the air. T have received an urgent tele-

gram, one asking for an immediate reply
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about the Government water supply, and
stating that if it were what 1t bad
been repocted to be, further expenditure
- was to be stopped, and indents for
' materials withdrawn  [TrHE PrEMIER:
y That's Wilson.] It is Mr. Wilson, a
man who has done a great deal for this
country, who was in the forefront at
Broken Hill, who was the very spine
- around which that great place, Broken
yHill, had been built up-—a man
' whose representative position and capital
canpot be sneered at by the Premier, nor
)"suuﬂ"ed " out by any premier—a man
i whose invested thousands give proof
V of his confidence in this colony. We
knowfrom another place the Government
*have distinctly agreed to allow persons to
tearry out schemes of water supply on tothe
Jgoldfieids, and are these to be blanketed
.by the Government pawning the
‘predit of the couniry to raise another
‘monument o an Engineer? [Tue
PremiEr: Name ? name?] I will give
‘the name. The leader of the Govern-
ment in the Upper House, in speaking on
the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply last night, said
that three private Bills would be intro-
duced this session—[THz PremiER:
But they are going to introduce them
themselves.  Anyone can  introduce
n private Bill. ]—to supply water to the

goldfields. But these Bills ure to be
miroduced with the consent of the
Government ; that is the position, for

“anyone who asks for mnames. [Tue
Premier: We have giveu no promise to
anyone.] No, but we have heard the
Premier in his place strongly urge that
we should be very careful about any
legislation which would involve the
country in a doubtful expenditure. The
public bave made no demand for this
scheme. T say that it was conceived by
the Government, and thrown down by
the Premier at the opening of the Cool-
gardie railway as a bribe to the goldfields.
I say that the greater part of it is not for
the goldfields at all; it is to supply
failures in the railway aystem, as
we know perfectly well that the
railway tanks will mnot hold water.
There were no advocates for the water
supply until these railways were opened.
Why not call it part of the railway
systein  instead of a water supply
scheme? However, we will have an
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opportunity of debating this gquestion
later on, as the Premicr says we are to

have full information.  The Premier
said the policy wonld stugger some

people. T do wot know that that phrase
is adequate to express i, The only
name 1 can give it is an ahsolute and
unmitigated staggerer.

Twe PrEmiER ; You are the agent Lor
the private speculator.

Meg. SIMPSON: If T an, I an not so
fortunate as the Premier, for he oblained
for Dunn's Syndicate £500 from the
revelue.

Tue Premiek: 1 vever had anything
to do with it.

Mr. SIMPSON: Well, the whole
matter was before the Supreme Court.

Tre PREMIER : It was only £100, and
I never got it for them.

Mz, SIMPSON : £100 establishes the
principle as much as £500.

The Prearer: Isay again T never
had anything to do with it.

Mr. SIMPSON: You made a profit
out of the Wealth of Nations, at any
rate.

The Premigr: You are personul.
My record is as clean as yours.

Me. SIMPSON: You started on ne.
It you attack me T will hif back. The
Government appointed s Civil Service
Commissiou, and we all expected thust
they would secure for thdt commission
the best culture, inteprity, and ability of
the country, and when secured that the
commisston should be in a position to

have ample opportunities of obtaining |

mformation.  Tostead of which the
Government are wet-blanketing the
enquiry. It has dragged its weary

length along, and, although I am a
member of it, T say it is an object of
public  contempt. It bas developed
mto  a political enquiry. On the
other bhand, the New South Wales
enguiry, which had the assistance of the
chairman of the Chamber of Commerge,
the general wanager of the Australian
Mutual Provident Society, and one
grentleman representing the Civil Service,
and which was whelly independent from
political or parliamentary  influence,
wrought great good by a report, which
will bave happy results on the finances
of that country; when we realise
this, we see the necessity for condemning
the action of tlie Government in the
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matter. The Government hoped and
believed at the time that the Commission
would never accomplish anything. T re-
zret to see that no steps have been taken
to bring the great question of bauking
legislution  before Parlinment. A few
years ago o tremendous panic arose lere
m banking affairs, and although we have
now wot through the worst of it, this is
the time, when we have o strong Ministry
who can calmly survey the facts, to take
steps to prevent, to a great extent, such
things occurring again. Then there is
the question of an amendment of the
Companies Act. The Premier said,
amidst his bombastic and blustering
attack on the hon. member for Nannine,
that people had invested 60 millions in
the conntry.

The Premier: I said the
public.

Mr. SIMPSON : There never lave been
60 millions invested. There is u very
wise measure going through the House of
Commons, and we can easily make pro-
vision to awmend our Act so that full par-
ticulars as to the original vendor aud the
amonnt of capital available for develop-
ment will be disclosed when the company
is registered in the Bupreme Court.
With regurd to the investment of capitul,
the usual procedure is to form a syndicate,
gay, In London, then float it iuto a com-
pany and make a large profit; but I say
that not a tithe of 60 millions has been in-
vested in this colony. Of course, I do not
say that we can control operations in
mining stock, but we can establish a
reagonable basis  for amiving at the
amount. of capital coming mto the
country for its development. I congratu-
late the hon. member for the Wil-
linms on his patriotic assnmption of office
as Commissioner of Railways, 1 notice
that the Minister, in speaking lately about
the gentlemen forming the Cabinct, said
that they could make as much money as
they now do if divested of their public
duties. [ believe they are slaves to the
people. I admire and respect them.  So
far as I know they arc not office-seckers,
and 1o addition tothat I would congratu-
latethe honorable member on the pluck he
has shown in view of the retirement of
his predecessor. Jwdging from the cor-
respondence, und in view of the whole
circumstances surrounding the case, T
have never in history heard of 2 more

Britash
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brutal exercise of despotic power than
that which cansed the retircment of the
late Director of Public Works.

Me. HOOLEY : I would like 1o touch
lightly on a few points in the Speech,
Whatever else is said about it, it is
sufticiently comprehensive, for the matters
refer to almost every part of the colony.
With regard to Federation, no doubt
that guestion oceupies the minds of
public men in the other colonies, and at the
present time it would suit the eastern
colonies, but  whether it would be
beneficial to ourselves is doubiful. Al-
most evervthing we consume comes from
the cast, and we send nothing in return;
therefore, I should be sorry indeed to see
this colony federate al the present time,
although we might send delegates to the
Conference. The rapid development of
the goldfields is o matter which concerns
everyoue iu the colony, and I venture to
say that there is not 2 single member of
this House who is not anxious to further
the interests of the various goldfields
throughout the country. I regret to
observe that differential questions arise
from time to time between different
clusses of industries, more especially be-
tween the goldfields population and other
sections of work. It is unfortunate that
one class should be pitted against the
other. It should be cobvious that ihe
mining interest, the pastoral interest, nnd
the agricultural interest, are really de-
pendent upon one another, and I really
do not see why oune interest should be
favored more thau ancther. T hope this
feeling will gradually die out. T certainly
cannot approve of the scheme for water
supply brought forward by the Govern-
ment. I am quite sure that, considering
the vastness of the goldfields, it will be
unworkable, and that the amount of
money proposed to be spent—two and
a half millions— will not be sufficient for
the work: it wmay deliver a certain
amount of water at Mount Burges for
supplying a few places, hut it will be
quite inadequate to maintain a proper
supply for the different parts of
the goldfields. Tt wmay be suoffi-
cient to supply one or two of the
immediately surrononding districts, but 1
refuse to entertain the idea that it will
supply Coolgardie, Kalgoortie, and other
mining districts,

Tue Premiir: The scheme will pay.
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Mr. HOOLEY: T am very doubtful
of that. Wg¢ know from previous ex-
perience, and especially  from the ex-
perience with our railways, thatalthough
people now profess to be willing to pay
3s. per thousand gallons, T wn quite
satisfied that as soun as the supply is
avatlable there will be, in a few months,
an agitation to rednce i to 2s., and after-
wards to reduce it to nothing at ull. T
don't see why the Government should do
this work, if private capital will conslruct
th. I don't think the Government can
malke a profit out of it, and I am certuinly
not in favor of it.

Ture PreEMIER : No; we want to make
it pay.

Mr. HOOLEY : Tt is quite a different
thing for the Governnient to build rail-
ways, wive telegraph and postal com-
mwunication, and open up roads to the

goldfields. Two and a half millions will
not do the work. It will require five
millions, and the Government should

certainly not undertake anything of the
kind. If private cuterprise will step in,
the Government should give it every
facility. 1 do not see why the Govern-
ment should give the people a supply of
water, for it is the doty of the companies
on the fields to do so, as they are sup-
posed to provide everything necessary for
carrying on the work in the interest of
the sharcholders, and if they provide
other things, why not o water supply ?
1 give the Glovernment credit for deing
their best, but they will make a mistake
if this scheme is undertaken.  With re-
gard to the Fremantle harbor works, I
consider they are a standing monument
to the honor of the country, from which,
perhaps, we shall not reveive full benefit
during our lives, but those who come
after us will. T am satisfied that it is a
splendid work, and will be of lasting

benefit. I mnotice in the Speech
that it is intended to  extend
the north mole avother 1,000 feet.

t have no large amount of professional
esperience, but common sense tells me it
would be adwvisable to turn the north
mole 100 feet to the south. There are
no engineering difficulties in the way, and
then vessels could run n at any time for
shelter  Any hon. member who has been
to Fremantle and experienced the effoct
of the strong westerly gales will admit
the vecessity of this. I am very pleased
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indeed to sce that the question of harbor
accommodation for the different coasts of
the colony has been given due considera-
tion, and money expended in this direc-
tion will give very good results. Tam
pleased to see all parts of the country
considered, even Bunbury. I do not see
why Bunbury should not have hurbor
works as wellas olher places. In con-
clusion, I have much pleasure in con-
gratulating the menbers of the Govern-
_ment on their policy in gencral.

Me. THROSSELL: The hon. the
Premier said some time ago that the
Government programme would stagger
gome of the more couservative members
of this House. I think it may be said
to have done so. The Government
policy is simply a development of the
lines laid down on the adoption of
Responsible Government, and I see no
reason to withdraw my support from that
policy, a8 when we are in a position to
build the house we must put the reof on.
Whatever fearsother people may have, per-
somully T look forward with enthusinsm
and hope for the future. Lhope honorable
members will not think me al all rash in
thus supporling the Government.  As a
practical business man, when I espend
money I like to see something coming
back for it, and I have no fear with
regard to the epending policy before us.
Tt s what I may term a water and rail-
way poelicy. The great question of the
day is the supply of water. I consider
that the Premier in the debate last night
entirely met the objections Drought
forward Dby the honorable 1nem-
ber for Naunine as regards the
proposed expenditure of five millions.
‘When we look back over the past five
and a half years, and remember that we
started Responsible Government with a
population of only 45,000, which has in-
creased to 125,000, or a gain of 80,000
people, the success of that policy can be
seen. The Premier bas practically
acknowledge? that he bas gone in for
the public works policy n favor of the
goldbelds ; but, to my mind, I consider
that it would be advisable to increase the
settlement, We wust remember  that
this iugrease represents in value the pay-
ment of interest on etght millions sterling,
that is to suv, taking every 10.000 people
to be worth £30,000. If the figures are
correct, as we know they must be,
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reckoning every individual as worth £3
per annum, I think there is no fear of
this colony being unpable Lo discharge
its liabilities. 'I'he great fear is that
although we may be able to attract
population we shall not be able to retain
them. 'There would be ground for these
fears if we stopped short in our policy of
development ; it would be suicidal. The
goldtields are not only attracting a large
population, but these people are becom-
ing permanent residents in the colony.
This can be seen along the line of rail-
ways, for where there used te be men
alone, now there is a large proportion of
the wives and children of the miners.
If we hope to retain these people we
must supply them with water, I think
the Premier reckons the water at 1s. per
day per head of population of the gold-
fields ; say one balf us much, that would
be a contribution of £9 per annum each.
How can we hope to retain them if we
do not make their eonditions of life casy ?
T should fear, indeed, that we would lose
ihem if we hesitated to make the con-
ditions of life more attractive. What I
doubt nbout the water scheme is that it
is not large enough., It is quite clear
thiat not o single scheme will suffice for
the goidficlds, as they have such a
scattered population. The best plan
would be to supply the principal centres,
such as Coolgardie, but there is no
reason wliy we should not do something.
We must have a national supply,
and side by side with it, encourage
private enterprise. I believe, judging
from the way the goldfields are going
ahead, that private enterprise will under-
take the work. I say again that the
Government should tuke care to retain
the chief supply, which would be of use
for all time, controlled by ecither the
Government or the municipality. We
bave had a very good rainfall lately, and
Coolgardie, which is generally a waterless
region, has lakes of water. But we
must be wise and take the experience
of the past. Last yenr there was a great
suarcity, and we should not rely entirely
upen the rinfall, for it is npot to
be depended upon, and not enly conserve
but try for artesian supplics.  Great
issues hang upon this question of the
wader supply tor the goldfields, for the
people who have invested money here
and who may live in Paris, London, and
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T may say all the world over, are anxi-
ously wutching our movements in this
rc'spe(,t Tam surethal énsscheme wilbu
subjected to themost severe criticism and
examination by experts, and if it can be
proved that water con be sold at 3s. 6d.
per 1,000 gallons and leave money avail-
able for interest and sinking fund and
other nccessary charges, it would be
criminal on the part of the Government
to hesitate to embark in it. This water
supply will have my warmest support.
Passing on to the railways, one must
rejoice that the Government intend to
not only extend them to the goldfields
but  also  the agricultural Jistricts.
Evervone who adwmits the nocessity of
the goldfields railways should equally
admit-the wisdom of consbructing agris
cultaral railways. I hope the Govern-
ment will make no mistake, and that
these will be agricultural railwiys pure
and simple. and not for enhauncing the
value of large private estates over which
we have no control; we have made too
many mistakes in that direction. T can
demonstrate that already we bave between
Newcastle and Mooranhine tapped over
1,000 miles of country, over which the
Government have no authority ; this is a
waste of nmational wealth. HEven in the
castern  districts we have land locked
up to the value of one million sterling.
I bave every confidence that the Go-
vernment will be able to open up these
great areas of country, if need he, even
by compulsory conditions. Indeed, un-
less such conditions c¢an be brought
about, ! shall not support the agriculiural
railways. Examples have been quoted
from Victoria against these railways.
We know that that colony bas wade huge
mistakes, not only from the broad gauge
but because they ran lines through long
stretches of private land, and this de.
velopment of huge private estates has been
one of the reasons why these railways
have not prospered in Victoria. T hope
that if the Government consider it
necessary they will introduee a method
of taxation so that these locked-up lands
may be available to the settlers. Tam
sure that the Govermment ave alive to the
importance of these agricoltural rail.
ways, but I nmush again emphasise my
statement that the country must have
some guarantee that the laond tapped will
rive wealth to the State. An equitahle
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basis should be arvived at whereby the
large landowner, although he may keep
his fwod, must comply with cevtain con-
ditions of improvement, under a penalty.
If it is necessary we should introduce a
land tax, ar, if that will not suit, repur-
chase the land. Iam glad to see that the
Government propose to repurchase land
to a certain extent. If we take care to
make these purchases throngh an inde-
pendent Land Board, and every acre
before purchase is made to run the
gauntlet of this House and full particn-
lars given of the terms of purchase, we
have nothing to fear. With regard to
the water supply for municipal purposes,
I wust heartily cougratulate the Go-
vernment in keeping faith with these
bodies, for T see thut-in the proposed
comprehensive scheme every municipality
may have its own water supply on pay-
ing o fair share of the cost. Everyone
must recognise the wisdom of the Go-
vernment in proposing the deep drainage
scheme for Perth and Fremautle, but it
is not quite clear whether it is to be free
ornot. [[ne Premien: Not free.] 1
agk thab because, if the works aregiven
free to Perth .uld Fr em:mtle, other places
will want the sante concession.

At 6.30 p.n. the Speaker left the chair.

At 7.30 p.n. the Speaker resumed the
chair.

Mr, THROSSELL: Reswning my
remarks cn His Excellency’s Speech, and
referring to the question of railways, 1
notice with some surprise that no remark
has been made in the Specch as to the
suggested purchase of the Greal Southern
Railway by the Government. From
what liad appeared in the columns of
the press, we were led to suppose that
some proposal would be laid hefore
Parliament for the purchase of that great
work, and I ean only say that, in my own
opinion, the question is only one of price.
I believe it will be an act of statesman-
ship to purchase that great property;
always remembering that such conditions
should he made as will allow the tenants
of the company to hecome the tenants of
the Government. If this be not done, it
will only become a source of agitation
later on, and we shall only have to face
the agitation as an increasing trouble.
The purchase of this railway will not
interfere with our credit in raising the
lnan which the Government contemplate
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for other purposes, for it will be possible
to purchase that railway and the com-
pany’s land upon debentures, redcemable
1 a given time. T say again that it is
only a matter of price, and I believe that
hon. members only want to be assured
that the price we shall have to pay
will be fair and equitable, for the pur-
chase to receive the support of this
Houge. 'The same remarke will hold
good as to the purchase of the Midland
Railway, for it is only a matler of time
when that will have to be done, and it
would be an excellent thing if, by so
doing, we could remove the difficulties
which now ratard the settlement of pevple
on the extepsive lands of that company.
We know those huge lands are locked up,
and it is not feasible that the company

which holds them in this un-
occupied condition  will ever be
able to wettle the land so long

as they are asking such prices as
18s. to £2 an acre, when at the
same time the Government are offering
thewr blocks for free selection, with finan-
cial assistance in the bargain. T hope
that when the time comes for arranging
terms to purchase that property, the
Government will be enabled to acquire it
on terms subisfactory to the House. I
uotice that it is proposed to make an
amendment in the Savings Bank Act,
and [ would only express the hope that,
in doing so, the Act will be deult with in
such a manner as to allow Savings Bank
moueys to be invested and used for de-
veloping the country districts. Par-
" ticularly at this juncture of affairs, if care
be not taken, we shall have the Govern-
men* advancing money on Fremantle and
Perth properties at boow rates, and it
behoves the Government. to be cautious
in the matter. Every day sees the value
of city property advanciug, and if the
Government are ever allowed to lend
money on a huge hotel or other city
building at boom rates, they will make a
mistake. Why should not the Govern-
ment make advanceson country properties,
in the same way as they make advances
on town properties, from Savings Bank
funds ? "The safest possible mvestments
for these funds, under wise conditions,
will, in my opinton, be to lend them out
upon estates in country districts, with
good security, and upon conditions that
will ensure the development of the land.
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Allusion is also made to alterations in
the land laws. I do not know what
direction that will take, but I do hope
the Commissioner of Crown Tands will
be prepared to introduce the blocker
syatem, which has been so successful in
South Australia. Side by side with land
purchase, T hope provision will be made,
1 the vicinity of large or thriving towns,
tor blocks of (Government land suitable
for the artisan and laborer, within walk-
ing distance of their work. In this way
we can do great good to the country,
and retain a permanent population. At
the same time we enable our artisans and
labering men to enjoy the ownership of
their little homesteads.  As it is now, in
the vicinity of towns Jike Northum or of
Perth and Fremantle there is no Gov-
ernment land open for the artisan or
laborer, so that he may get a homestead
on fair terms. As to the building of more
ratlways, as suggested in the Speech, I
should like to sce pioncer railways radiat-
ing out from the city of Perth, and
going four or five miles in different
directions, thereby enabling poor men to
have a chance of getiing cheap blocks,
and making their homes withim a con-
venient distauce of the civy. At present,
the tremendous price asked for land near
Perth prevents poor men from settling,
as they would otherwise do. The rouds
in our ety eost at the rate of £2,000 o
wile, or £25 u chain, wnd the luying
down of pioneer railwaye, at a rate less
costly than such reads would be, would
do a great deal in the settlement of
lands within a moderate radius of the
city and port. Coming to the question
of goldficlde representation, I rejoice to
see the Government propose to bring
this matter before the House; and I may
express a hope, as an agricultural repre-
sentative, that the Government will face
this question boldly and endeavor
to settle it on Droad and liberal lines,
knowing that by so settling it they will
render agitation in  the future un-
necessary. 1 believe that if this question
of representation be settled in a right
way, the poldfields will rally round the
Government, and . T say—Do not be
nigerardly in the representation you give.
Now that there is a clashing of interests
arising, especially through the great and
rupid development of the goldfelds, it
has become innossible for any one wan
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to adequately represent large arcas of
mining country. At hoth Coolgurdie
and  Kudgooelie, the interests which
were  alike a  short  time ago are
becoming so  distinctly marked that
it will be jmpossible for any one man
to adequately represent lurge areas of
that country. The goldfields railway,
too, is a [actor o creating new and
separate interests, and he would bea bold
man who should attempt to repre-
sent now a large arca of the gold-
fields, including such a centre as Cool-
gardic or Kalgoorlie, T say it would
be wise on the part of the Government
to give them representation to an extent
even more than is expected, and so do
away with the cleavage that is apparently
drawingnear between the agricultural and
mining districts. Respecting Federation,
I pass it by with the remark that it
shonld be the aspiration of every Aus.
tralian to see the United States of Aus-
tralin.  Difficullics there may be, but
difficulties have to be overcome, and I
would recommend members of this House
to travel to Brishane and back, and they
will find the necessity for Federation,
even in railway matters. I am not
foolish enough to imagine that we can
do away with our Customatariff, but, Like
wise men, we ¢can do as has been done in
other places—arrive ab a common stan-
dard, it not at Free Trade. Coming back
to the alteration of the land laws, T would
peint out for the comsideration of our
respected ( ommissioner of Crown Tands
the desirability of continned and greater
surveys of Jand in the older scttled purts of
the country. Ithink thereis not suflicient
enthusiasm exhibited in the Lands De-
partment. The Meckering agricultural
area is an instance, showing the settle-
ment which follows upon the survey of
land suitable for cultivation, and I am
glad to be able to say that the settlement
of this area is realising all that I foretold
about it. I think great care should be
taken in respect of poison leases, and

although the Commissioner of Crown
TLands has bheen on  his  goard,
there are instinces in which persons

have acquired large areas of land
under poison leases, which land would
bave been Letter retained for agricultural
purposes. ‘We should be very careful
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desirabiliiy of advertising our lands,
especially in the old country. It is true
that we have hiad a huge increase of popu-
lution, but great ignorance obtains even
now respecting our land laws, and the
liberal advantages we offer to settlers.
Therefore, T say again, we want a system
of advertising, and boldly advertising our
lands. In travelling along the CGhreat
Southern Railway, the first thing that
strikes one's eye is the large railway board
advertising the company’s lunds, and [
think something of that kind might be
done in ndvertising along the Government
railways. During my recent visit to the
colonies, I was amazed to find the grent
ignorancoe that prevails respecting the
Western Australian land laws, and the
advantages which are offered to new
gettlers.  We never had such an oppor-
tunity as we have now of increasing
settlement on the land, and if we do not
tale Tull advantage of it now, we shall
have to pay the penalty later on, as our
respected Premier has often referred to.
Without trespassing further on the time
of the House, I will only make reference
to the paragraph in whiclk it is stated
that the Government intend to reduce the
Customs  dutics. It seems to mean
anomaly that at w time when they proposs
te borrow five and a half wmillions for
public works, they are able to pro-
pose a reduction of Customs duties; but
if we can afford to incur this great
linbtlisy of five und a balf millions and
still reduace our duties, I do not sec why
we should not do so. The prosperous
ont-look of this colony fills me with
enthusinsm for the future. 1 have
no fear of the loun; 1 bave uno
fear of the amount. The only fear
I huve is the mode of spending it. Tet
us be quite sure this five and a half
millions is going to be wisely expended
on reproductive works, and then we need
not fear as to the future. 'The Lhought
comes to one as to what they will say in
England, and what effect this loan will
have upon those who have enirusied
their mtllions to our care. ‘'he answer
can ouly be that the bold policy of this
Goverumnent is such us to inspire con-
fidence in every thinking man, whether
on this or on the other sile of the globe.
It is sometimes said that we are pushing

that this Act for dealing with poison : our ruilways into the wilderness. but I

lenses is not abused.

T again refer to the | say if this water scheme of the Govern-
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ment is what it professes to be, we shall
uot ouly have the honor of miking our
way into the wilderness, but also of
creating water in the desert. As a lover
of my country, ag a believer in my coun-
try, I think the policy of the Government
as shadowedd forth in the Speech of His
Excellency is such as to inspire every
lover of Western Australia with pride in
the present and confidence in the future.
Our increasing prosperity and our in-
ereasing population justify the proposals
of the Grovernment, and if they can only
show that they intend to spend this
tnoney in a wise way, it shall bave wy
hearty, loyal, and enthusiastic support.
Mr. GEORGE : It is very refrashing
for so young a West Ausiralian as my-
self to find that those who have grown
grey in the country still possess so much
faith in i, and while T congratulate the
hon. member for Northam on his en-
thusiasm, T certainly hope that when my
turn comes to arvive ut his years the
same euthusiastic faith in my adopted
country will permeate me. With regardto
ihe Speech of His Excellency, last year,
in my inexperience of Parlinmentary pro-
cedure, I referred to the then Specch
which was placed before us as being o
progress report, and as being unsatis-
factory to me as a business man, because
it was not accompanied by the figures
which should accompany every report
with regard to the progress and the
conduct of a business. This yewr T
caunct give it that term. I would say
that evidently the wining boom has been
in the air, and when we take this Speech
we almost fancy we are veading one of
those glowing prospectuses which tell us
of lodes and leaders, quartz and crushing,
and so forth, and thut this Speech has
heen drawn on those lines. However,
there is one thing that strikes me in con-
pection with it, and if T am wrong I hope
the House will pardon wme, and that is
where there aure so many mcasures to
propose, and which the Government have
evidently thought over for some con-
siderable time, would it not be possible
for thesc Bills, or some of thoem, to he
circulated amongst members of this Heuse
during recess 7 1T it were possible to do
this, I think that when the House met for
business we should be better prepared to
disenss them on their merits. instead of
having to a great degree to speak tenta-
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tively for the purpose of guining in-
formation.  This great scheme with
regird to the water supply is one that ao
one can speak upon from the informa-
tion betore ns, and I ask bhon. nwembers
whether they consider it quite fair that
they should be asked to give their
apinions upon an important matter like
this. It is well known that this scheme
has been under the consideration of the
Government for many months. Tt s
well known that it has so far progressed
that & great muny details have been
published in the mspired press. Why
should notthe Govermment have circulatad
this Bill amongst members of the House,
and so have enabled them to come to an
accurate judgment upou it? Such a course
would be fraught with good, and would
probably considerably shorten the debaies
we may have upon it in the House. With
regard to the question of Federation, I
hops to live to see the day when Australia
shall be one united country. 1 hope to
gee the day when people, in whichever
colony or country they may have heen
born, and in whichever part of Australia
they may place their homes, may be able
to meet as brothers, not only in blood,
but in w fraternal spirit in every respect
-—meeting their brothers in a spirit
worthy of the grand old country from
which most of us have sprang. and dwell
here together as brothers under the
Southern Cross. One of the many
questions that will be placed before us s
that of giving increased representation to
the goldficlds, I am not experienced
enough 1o be able to say what is their
proper proportion, and what is a fair
mexns by which this should be brought
about, but I do say that, when congidering
a scheme which has to do with the elec-
toral rights and duties of the people,
there is one principle we should keep in
view, and that is—one man one vote.
We have aright to say that weshould do
away with the system of sending proxies,
We sbould do away with the system
which enubles a man of means to exercise
an undue amount of electoral power by
voting for a piece of land which he may
never have seen, and doing so merely
because he has u small interest in the
led, Why a man who contributes only
the same ratio of revenue to the country
as & man who works duily for a wage,
and has to support bimself and family,
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should be able, by having the control of
maoney-bags, to exercire the greater voting
power, is o principle which I think shoald
no longer exist. It is a very difficult
malter for people to get on the roll.
Some persons have said it is very easy, if
those who want to vote will try to get on
the roll, but 1 can assure honorable
members that it is not so easy to do, und
I should like to see that conceded to a
man which his manhood gives to him as
a right. In other colonies the police
have powers given them which enable
them to place qualified persons on the
roll, and in scattered countries such as
this, no one knows so much of those who
are entitled vo he placed on the voll as a
policeman who is stationed in the
district,. Ag to the Fremantle harbor
works, I may suggest whether it
is mol possible that some portion
of that scheme ecan be made arail-
able for ships even now, without
waiting for the completion of the whole.
Surely the genius of the Kngineer-in-Chief
should be able to arrange that some
portion of the work may speedily be
available for shippiug, instead of our
having to wait two or three years for the
completion of the whole of the magnifi-
cent scheme.

Tre PrEMIER : We mean Lo do that,

Mr. GEORGE : Tam glad you domean
todo so. You did not tell us so before.
There is a question also of deep sewerage
for Perth and Fremantle, T thank the
Government for having considercd this
watter, and 1 shall thank them the more
when they earry 1t to a suceessful issue,
The municipal councils have neither the
funds nor the machinery to carry out
such a scheme, and so far as the sewerage
is concerncd, ¥ think I should
have confidence even in some of
the  Government  departments to
carry it out.  Reference 1s made also to
an extension of the powers of the
Agrieultural Bank Act. The Aericultural
Bank has had, as a manager, a gentleman
whom we all respect, aud who has tried
to do his duty, and, so far as the Act will
allow him, he has done that duty well,
though he has been so circumscribed by
the regulations under which he has to
carry out the Act that he has not heen
able to do it s0 successfully as we should
wish. If this Rill will so widen the scope
of the Act as to eoable struggling
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farmers—I mean the honest ones—to
bhorrow money for necessary improve-
ments under proper conditions, that
extension will bave my support. Of
course it bas been objected that men may
obtain money From the Bank, and not
carry out the obligations under which it
is lent ; but I say that it would be better
for this country that even 10 per cent. of
the loans should Le irretrievably lost than
that 90 per cent. of deserving settlers
should be kept out of any of the funda
which the country can well afford to
advance for assisting them through their
difticnlties. The hon. mewmber for
Northam has spoken of advertising the
fertile lands of the colony. I am quite
with him in that, and not only the
fertile lands but . other possessions,
for I think every means should bhe
brought to bear for letiiug the public
kuow what Western Australia really is.
I should like to know whether anything
has been done in England with regard to
bringing our lands under the notice of
British farmers. You may rest assured
that meney could not be better spent
than in thoroughly advertising and mak-
ing known through the lengthand breadih
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
that there is in this colony land which,
when railways are made to it, is as
fertile as any land in any part of
the world.  With regard to the question
of public works that have been done,
there is o long list yet of works
authiorised, but not fivished or not begun,
and I wish the Government in their wis
dom could have placed alongside the list
of completed works o list of the works
that bave Deen projected bnt notcarried
out. It would be very instructive read-
ing not only to members of this House,
but to other persons scattered through-
out the length and breadth of the land,
because the Public Works is a great de-
partment, and promises to become greater,
and appears to be full of enthusiasw,
Perhaps the Dbiggest instance of that
enthusiasm is that, before the department
has done the small things that are
authorised and wanted all over the
country, it brings forth u scheme which
will require all the big heart of the
Premier and all the large faith of his
supporters to carry it through. I am
very doubtful indeed if the propor-
tion of works that bave been curried out
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and eompleted, and ihe works approved
but not cwrried out, bear any proper
ratio to the expense incurred. I am
quite satisfied on this point, that the
work of preparing plans, not only
in  the Raillway Departinens, but
in the Architectural Department, is so
costly an item thut if this House ouly
knew what it does cost and understood
the process they undergo, I am sure the
House would refuse to sanction them.
Mention was made by the hon. member
for Nannine of grievances in the Police
Fuice. T do think if any class of public
servants requires fair consideration, it is
the guardians of the peace. Their posi-
tion is not an enviable one. They have
to be out in all weathers; they are ex-
posed to all kinds of inconvenience; and,
in many cases, to insults which they
must not resent.  Assertions are made,
and which, I believe, can be proved, that
the system of promotion in the Police
Force bhas been unfair; that men who
have been long years in the service, and
against whom very little, if anything, can
be said, are kept back from promotion,
and new-comers placed over their heads.
There is1a this matter something requir-
ing investigation. s it lenglh of service
that entitles a man to promotion in the
Police Force, or isit caprice, or isit
favor? 'There is another thing thatis a
great injustice, and that is that even when
a policeman has done his day’s work he
cannot go out with his wife and bairns
like an ordinary citizen. The regulations
require that he must wear his uaiform,
even when off duty. “Why cannot he he
allowed to go about in ordinary dress, the
sang ag a private vitizen ? This may seem
a little thing, but it creates a great amount
of feeling amongstthe Police Force, and so
small a matter might well be re-
medied without much trouble. T con-
gratulate the Gfovernment on the fact that
they are going to make a start in doing
public works out of current re-
venue. I am of the opinion that
that is about the soundest plank
of any programme they have put
forward. Tf, as the Speech seems to
sugoest, the Crovernment are going to
construet agricultural railways out of
revenug, T hope that in ench case they
will do s0 ouly after thorough investiga-
tion of all the facts concerning that rail-
way. In the old country there is what s
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called an Intelligence Department, and
before surveys are made for a projected
railway, enquiries awre made hy competent,
olticers as to the population and prospects
of the ronte.  The resnlts of thatenguiry
are laid Lefore professional advisers with
full facts and statistics as to the merits
of the route, the popnlation, and the
trade which may be expected from it
That information also becomes useful
when the ratlway is completed, and in-
stead of o new railway being started by
men who have to learn the resources of
the district, the practice in the old
country is that men arve placed in charge
wbo know exactly what to expect, and
what trafic may come to the line.
There is one proposed railway in
this colony about which a depu-
tation  recently  waited on  the
Premier, and T accompunied that deputa-
tion;and that is a railway to the Williams
district. If hon. members object to
borrow money for agricultural railways,
they cunmot object to that railway asa
purely agricultural line, becanse, although
it will assist a worthy and struggling
population, ag far as agricuiture is coun-
cerned, it will land us nght in the middle
of one of the best. forests I have ever scen
in any part of the Ausiralian colonies,
and it will enable the exports of this
colony to be considerably enlarged, and
s0 in some meusure allay the fears es-
pressed by my hon. friend, the member
for Naunnine. The Premier nas not told
us that we are going to have that
railway, but as he states, through
His Excellency's Speech, that we are
to have railways buoilt from revenue, I
think that we can be pretty well assured
he intends to construct the Marradong
vailway. Some reference has been made
to o barbor for Bunbury, and the
members whe have referred to it evi-
dently know very little about it. I do not
know very much aboutit myself, but I do
know that if a safe harbor can bLe
made ut Bunbury for areasonable suam,
I want to see it made. T know there is
plenty of first-class timber down there,
and that there is an unlimited market
for it in the old country. T know that
when timber can be shipped from
Bunbary as cheaply as from Rocking
ham or Fremantle, instead of there being
two or three lundred men em-
ploved in the saw-mills m that
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district, there will soon be two or three
thousand. I say nothing about the coal
trade in connection with the harbor at
Bunbury. The coal, so far as we can sce
ab present, has yet to be proved, but there
is coal there, though whether it will be a
commercial suceess when put on  the
market we have yet to learn. As to the
timber there is plenty of it, and it cer-
tuinly can be made u commercial success.
In conncetion with cheap facilities for
shipping at Bunbury, people in the old
countryarecrying out for timber, and pay
bigger prices than ever were paid while T
was with the Jarrahdale Timber Company.
Of course I should not be in favor of
spending a tremendous lot of money with-
out due consideration, but if it can be
shown that we can geb o fair harbor at
Bunbury for, say, £100,000, T should not
oppose tt.  The hon. member for Nannine
referred last night te the purchase by
the Covernment, during the recess, of
half a million pounds’ worth of reiling-
stock. The hon. member reflected upon
the Government for the purchase, but T
say that the rolling-stock was necessary.
The country could not wait for Parlia.
ment to meet for the order to be given,
and I think that whenever the Govern-
ment orders  rolling-stock  in  similar
circumstances we shall be quite ready to
acquit them for having ordered it with-
out the anthority of the House. The only
thing T blame the Government for 1s
that they did not order the relling-stock
sooner. I congratulate the Government
upen the choice they have made in the
new Minister of the Railway Department.
I think that the hon. member for the
Williamns will fill the position as well as
any man in the House. He brings to his
work the unbiassed mind of a man who
has ot had much experience in railwavs,
and is therefore mnot prejudiced in
a professional groove. I know that he is
an active and courageous man, and that
he will do his best to do away with red-
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tape and officialism, which are strangling -

the department. As a member of the
Civil Service Commission, to which some
allugion has been made, I can say that
we had hefore us heaps of correspondence
which had employed the valuable time
and energies of highly paid officers,
thrashing out trivialities of no value to
the country, and which any business man
would have settled in a few minutes. It
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15 not to e helieved that the reams of
foolseap correspondence which we saw are
to be produced, merely by the nid of a
shorthand writer and typist, in a few
minutes, without much time being sacri-
ficed by the heads of the departments.
Why, in one casge it transpived that, if an
ofticer in a certain branch wanted to ask
question of another, he did so through
the form of a formal minute instead of a
few words' conversation through the tele-
pbone, and waited some days for a reply.
So difftuse were the communications as
to muke any man who saw the corros-
pondence feel that the noney of the colony
was being wasted upou peus, ink, and
paper. This is the position which the
Commniigsioner of Railways is striving to
put an end fo; and I wish him good
Tuck in the endeavour, and I shall
be glud to give him all the support
in my power. Now, there is nothing
said in the Speech about a fair payment
of the railway staft. When we find that
Government, men are working for six
shillings to six shillings and sixpence per
day, while private employers are giving
from seven to nine shillings per day, I
think it is time that, the anomaly should
be explained, especially when that which
purports to be nine hours per day labor
i the Government service is more like
twelve hours. I think that in the
prosperons stafe of the department it
should be possible to pay the men em-
ployed in it a fair wage, as they work in
season and out of season, somctimes at
the peril of their lives. There is another
matter that might have found a place in
the Speech. Last year we were told that
measures were being taken for placing
the railways under the control of a
general manager, but I sce no reference
to it in the Speech. The Engineer-in-
Chief, we were told last session, wished
to be relieved of his conmnection with the
Railway Department, but the Govern-
ment have not relieved him. The in-
creasing requirements of the colony put
too much upon the Engineer-in-Chief in
his dual pesition; and he should he
allowed to devote his time only to the
largest matters of construction and
control which are in keeping with his
abilityand hisexperience. If we donot do
something to improve the management of
the department, and do not do away with
the General Manager who does not cven
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generally manage, we may expect a |
repetition of the serious accidents which
have lately been occurring on the eastern |
line. It is not too much to ask, sceing
that the colony has so full & treasury
that we can shake hands all round, that
the attention of the Premier should be
called to the delay in the payment of the
wages of railway officials. It is clear
that when a man has worked all the
weel he is entitled to his money on
Saturday night, and if he dovs not get it
punctually a working man and his family
may be seriously inconvenienced. 'The
railway men shounld be paid every week,
and complaints have been made that that
has not been done. [ThHe PreEmIER:
Not Jately,] In regard to the Coolgardie
water scheme, T wish to adopt the
advice of the Premier, and to suspead
judgment regarding the undertaking
until the full details of it are before us.
But there are just one or two points that
I should like to sugygest that we should
be tully informed upon. As a practical
man, I should like, in the first place,

to know whether the Government
have fully considered how they are
going to pget the pipes to the

place where it is proposed to luy them
down? Have ihey considered that, if
the scheme is to he carried out, lhe
carriage of the pipes will emnploy a rail-
way lhne almost by itself, and that the
scheme cortainly involves the duplication
of the Coolgardie line? And I should
like to be assured fhat every provision
has been made against the contingency
of a briakdown. When we are asked to
sanction the expenditure of two and a
half millions of money, we are eutitled
to be furnished with the ftullest and
clearest information as to how it 15 to he
spent, and I trust that after this infor-
mation has been given on the subject
that has oceupied the Government for
some months, we shall be given a
reasonable time, say a weelk or a fort-
night, to analyse and weigh the 7u.
formation before we are asked to decide
upon the scheme.  While, as I say, Iam
suspending my judgment upon it, I think
it will he found that the pipes that will
be required cannot be supplied in any.
thing like the three years which it is said
will be required to complete the work, and |
I think that as far as Coolgardie is con-
cerned, occupied as it is by men of the |
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highest standing  and ability, they
will have overcome the waler difficulty
long before the water passes through the
pipes to that city. e Premier, whom
I admire for the unflinching way in
wlhich he goes forward, advises us to be
braveand patriotic. Well, I think that
if we pass this scheme we shall be fairly
brave asfar as couragre is concerned : we,
on this side of the House, huve as much
courage as those members who sit on the
Ministertal benches. Tn  regard o the
statement of the hou. member for Nan-
nine that the House does not represent
the country, I think that the members of
the Assembly do fairly represent their

. vonstituents, and that a great many of

us, if we had to appeal to them, would be
returned aguin. I think ihat the
measures we may deal with this session
will befraught with much importance to
the conntry. These measures should be
considered sirictly upon their merits, and
not from a feeling of devotion to oue
wan, so that the best mmay be done for
this purt of the British Empire. to which
we are all proud to belong.

Mz. CLARKSON : I do uot intend at
this time to tourh upon many of the im-
portant matters contamed in His BEx-
cellency's Speech, but I should like to
congratnlate His Excellency upon baving
assumed oftice ab such an auspicious
time In the history of the colony, ata
time when our population and wealth are
rapidly increasing. The first subject
alluded to in the Speech is Federation.
Well, it secems Lo me that the
people are not very ecarnest upon
this question of Federation, and
I think it can be deferred for
consideration until public opinion has
been more definitely formed regarding it.
Far more important matter is contained
in paragraph three, namely, that of in-
creased representation for the goldfields
and other important localities. Tt s
quite right that the goldfields should be
properly represented, hut I am under
the impression that they will ask for
maore than they are entitled to, and move
than I Lope they will receive. They wre
already well represented by all the mem-
hers of the House, and also by the
member for Nannine, and for Geraldton,
who is a host i himself. T claim that
every member in this House represents
the goldiields, as the goldiields arve part of
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this colony,and T think that weave giving
them all the assistance that can be
possibly afforded them. Have we not
built them vailways, telegraph lines, and
spent thousands and thousands of pounds
inobtajuing water for them 7 Ithink that
we havedone everything thatit is possible to
do. I heard it said at Coolgurdie the
other day that the Government of this
colony had done more for the mines of
that place than any ofher Government
in Austrulia had done for the mining
interests, and I really believe that they
have. 1 think that a great deal of
this cry for increased representation on
the goldfields is in the imagination of
the hon. member for Nannine and a few
others. I really believe that the miners
themselves do not care very much about it.
‘Why should théy ? Tléy conie here, as
the hon. member for Nannine said last
night, to make money as quickly as they
can, and then they leave the colony. Why
should they trouble themselves about
heing represented in Parliament when
thevy do not mtend to make their homes
amongst us ¥ Is it not only natural that
those wmen who come bere from other
parts of the world should wish to make
money and return to their native lands,
where they may spend their gains among
their friends and relatives? I have not
the least doubt that if Western Aus-
tralians went away and made money
elsewhere, they would desire to come
back to their own country to spend the
remainder of their lives and their money.
With regard to the proposal that is 1o be
brought before us to provide water for the
goldhelds, I will notat presentexpressany
decided opinion upon the subject. The
Premier bas promised that he will lay the
details of the scheme before us early
nest week, and then we shall be in a
better position to discuss the matter.
There is no doubt that water will have to
he provided for the ficlds which have
had the benefit: of a heavier rainfall than
usual during the last fow years. 1 can
spenk from experience, for I travelled over
the country years ago, and I know that
between the years 1861 and 1864
there was no rain at all, or unothing
to speak of. The country wasa perfect
desert. I have no doubt that some
scheme for providing water for the fields
must be devised. {(Hear, hear.) But my
opinion is that, before we enter into any

(15 Jury, 1896.]

'

Address-in-Teply. 99
very expeosive schemes, the country
should be properly tested to ascertain
whether it is possible to obtain an artesian
supply or not, Geologists tell us that
we can find no artesian water there.
Well, T have not that overweening
confidence in geologists that some people
have. We know that as a matter of fact
there are over twenty wells in and
around Coolgardie, from which is drawn
a certaln guantity of fresh water. Of
coursg the wells would not. yield an ade-
quate supply for the fields, but they serve
to show that if water can be found in them
at a depth of 1504%t. it may be possibie to
tap a larger supply at u depth of 1,500ft,
or 2,000ft. I hope therefore that the
Government will do everything that they
possibly can to press on with thorough
tests i the ‘effort to obtain artesian
water. The Premier told us last night
that boring would be gone on with, and T
hope that he will continue to give the
country a fair trial. T am pleased to
say thatthe Railway Depurtinent is pros-
pering so well. T think, however, that at
present there must be a shortage
of rolling-stock. At any rate, at
the country stations if a man wants
to get a truck he must givelat least
three days’ notice, and sometimes it
is a weelk before he can get one. A great
deal of dissatisfaction is expressed with
regard to the work of the railways.
Goods are constantly left behind, or in
many instances are lost altogether. On
a future occasion I shall have something
wore to say ou this point. We do not
know who is to blame, but we suppose
that it is not the manager of the railways,
but some of the oflicers under him ; but
it is true that there is a great deal of
dissatisfaction m regard to the way the
raillways are being worked at present.
In paragraph ¢ it is stated that the
castern railway deviations have Dbeen
finished. Well, that is very satisfactory
as far as it goes, but it is a very great
pity that those deviations were ever
commenced. A passenger travelling
with me to town, who is thoroughly
conversant with railways, assured me
that a man takes his life in his hand
every time he travels on that line. He
also expressed the opinion that the new
d. viation was more dangerous than the
original line, and that the breaking of a
bolt would hurl passengers into eternity.
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As a matter of fact, passengers are
really afraid to travel on that line,
which ought to have been made by
way of Chidlow’s Brook. That route
will have to be adopted, for the gold-
fields traffic is rapidly increasing. The
new line must start from some point
on theMidland line, and run by way of the
Valley to Northam, which is the route the
line should have taken in thefirst instance,
and which it will have to take eventually,
in my opinion. I am glad to see that the
Government adhere to that bold and
progressive policy which they adopted
when they first took office upon the
introduction of Responsible Grovernment
in this colony. T well remember some of
my old friends told me, when I was
supporting the Government, that it was
a mad policy, borrowing, and T was
remonstrated with for supporting the
Government in carrying the first loan,
which I think was for £1,300,000. The
croukers said that, the colony was going
to ruin. Well, it does not look like it.
The colony is rapidly advancing, and 1
believe that the progressive policy
adopted a few years ago gave it a great
impetus, T havea considerable amount of
confidence in the Premier, who has proved
right in the past, and therefore we have
reason to hope that he will prove right
in future. However, I will not at this
stage commit myself to favor all the
schemes set out in  the Vice-regal
Speech. [Mr. Simpsox : You will have
to follow.] I am not in the habit of
following, and I defy the hLon. member
for Geraldton to sav that I have not
very frequently voted against the
Government whenever T have thought
that they were not in the right. I
think that my action in this House will
bear serutiny. I huve been just as
independent as the hon. member for
Geraldton. The hon. member for Nan-
nine is always talking about going to the
country, but if he does not mind he
may not have the pleasure of coming
back again from the mulga thickets
about the Murchison. I think that
the miners do not care a fig about
representation, but only about making
money—(hear, hear)—and when they
make it they go away to spend it.
that a claim is put in on their hehalf for a
reduction of Customs dulies. Why
ghould the winers not pay anything wk
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all for the cost of maintaining the
country ¥ Many of them come from a
colony which iz more highly protecied
than Western Australia, and if they are
so much in favor of frectrude why did
they not adopt it in their own colony ?
I will not refer to other important
matters in the Speech, discussion on
which T havealways regarded as to agreat
extent a waste of time, as the business
referred to in it vomes before us in
another form ; but as other hon. members
have spoken on the Speech, I thought I
wonld say a few words. There is one
very important matter, namely, that it is
proposed to construct agricultural rail-
ways ; but before dealing further with that
question I shall wait until I have the
details before me. I want to hear my
hon. friend for Northam, who, I bealieve,
hag some scheme in his head for working
agricultural roilways three months in
the year.

Mr. BOLOMON : It is not my inten-
tion to detain the House for long. It
seems to me that when the coleny is s0
progressive as it at the present time,
we should be careful not to be im-
prudent by going too fast. Some of the
items foreshadowed in  the Viee-regal
Bpeech are so large and important that
they will need the most carctul considera-
tion, and areasonabletime shonld be given
to us to think them well over after they
have been propounded in detail by the
Government. Adverting to the question
of Federation, [ think thatit iz necessary
that this colony should be represented at
the Convention. The Convention will
be the most important one that has
ever heen held, having for its object
the federal wunion of Australia,
These delegates will meet for the purpose
of framing the Constitution as the
commencement of a great Federal Union,
and we certainly should he represented
and decide what position we will take with
regard to this question. Tt will he
necessary to give the delegates such in-
structions that they will act in accordance
with the wishes of Tarliament and for the
welfare of the country generally,. We
should not foreet that the other colonies
out-humber ng in population, and we
should therefore exercise more care in
our deliberations on this account. The
most important item in the Speech is
that of the water supply for Coolgardie.
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This is & proposal which, if carried out.
will for many years affect Western Aus-
tralia for either good or ill.
go into it we should have full details,
so that hon. members can fully satisfy
their conscicnce that they are doing the
best for the interests of the country.
We have to consider that if population
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Before we

increases it will be a good thing; on the -

other hand, if it decreases it will be a
serious matber in the future. T re.
member years ago the present Com-
wissioner of Crown |
sound adviee when we proposed to borrow
a willion. He was most emphatic that
we should not fix a mill-stone round our
necks if it could be avoided. I think the
same¢ caution should be applied here as
regards the borrowing proposals. [Tur
Premier : Hear, hear.] As regards
the purchase of rolling-stock, there are
uob two opinions as to its necessity, if
the money is to be laid out properly and
the railways put in thorough working
order. T think the Government are to
be congratulated on having alrendy
commenced to lay a second line of rails
between Guildford and Fremantle, be-
cause if this had not been done, with ad-
ditional traffic there would be considerable
dificulty in carrying on work, and prob-
ably loss of life. At present the number
of trains running on the single linc is
very great; in fact, I do not know of any
other colony that is trying to do as much
on a single line.  Sewerage for Perth and

Lands gave very

Frenuntle is o necessity, and should not

he treated as a local watter. It shoul! be

tiken into consideration that the hospitals -

at Perth and Fremantle have been filled
with people from other parts of the colony
who have contructed diseases which were
formerly very rare in the large centres,
and, as a result of this, very serious
diseases have been disseminated through
Parth und Fremantle, which would other-
wise not have occurred. Unless we bave
a proper system of drainage, as in the
other colonies, we do net know whal may
happen in the course of a few years.
The proposed tariff reform is a step in
the right direction. It has often heen
siid that if the tax is taken ‘off cattle it
will not affect the consumer. Possibly at
the present time the retailer gets the
benefit, but if the tax is taken off we
shall have greater competition. TIf any

person ships two or three hundred head |
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of cattle, a duty of 30s. per liead has to
be paid. This 15 a heavy drawback when
added to the risk run in bringing cattle
over. I think there is no necessity for
the tax. T know that within the last few
wecks as many as 100 or 200 bead have
been lost in transit. The local producer
has quite a sufficient set-off in the risk
without the tax. I  congratulale
the Government on their bold policy,
although candidly 1 must say that one or
two of the larger items that appear in
the Speech are questionable ; still it shows
that the Govermment are alive to the
progress of the colony, and are doing all
they can to push it ahead. But there
is such a thing as overdoing it. Tt must
not be forgotten that we have other
public works and ruilways for which
we must continue to find money for a
considerable time. With regard to the
water supply, if it is to be for the
bepefit. of the speculator, I think he
should provide the water. If there is
money to be made out of it, as the
Government say there is, why mnot let
private enterprise come in? A private
unudertaking of this sort would probably
be got up by alimited company. and, if it
happened to be a failure, a small number
wonld be the losers; but if the Govern

ment expended the money und failore
ensued, the colony would have to bear
heavy taxation as a consequence. How-
ever, we shall be able to fully look into
the various matters when the full details
are before us.

Mr. COOEWORTHY : Speakiug of
the Address-in-Reply, I notice the first
paragraph refers to Federation—[THE
PrEmier: So it ought]—but I think
the old remark ** When the time comes”
applies here. Ihe House can send dele-
gates to the Convention, but many things
will happen before Federation takes
place. The tariff laws of the eastern
colonies are entirely opposed to Federa-
tion, and until we get over this difficulty
Federation will be merely a subject for
talk. In Clause 3 of the Speech it is
proposed that greater representation
should be given to the goldfields. This
is only just. and I trust that the Govern-
ment will bring in a  fair and liberal
measure for the representation of these
people. The 4th clause deals with the
question of water supply. What water
the people on the goldfields bave is
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mostly salt, and they have to use con-
densed water for drinking, which is
unsuitable for the purpose ; at any rate,
that is my impression from o visit
through Southern Cross Ilnst year. I
have heard that so great is the scarcity
there that in summer a man cannot
afford to wash himself, and in winter
tune it s too cold. Fancy a man 12
months without u wash! If we can do
anything to velieve this difficulty we
should do so. 1 fully cxpected that the
members forthe goldfields would havebeen
only too glad to accept the proposuls of the
Governmeat. I am sorry the hon. mem-
ber for Yilgarn iz not here, ns I should
have liked to have heard his sentiments.
The hon."mewmber for Geraldton, who is
indirectly connected with the goldficlds,
and the hon. member for Nanvine have
astomished me by saying that the water
is not wanted.

Mr. Inuineworrta: Nothing of the
sort.

Mz. Siupson : We don’t want to speud
two and i half millions of money over iL.

Mi. COOKWORTHY : Two and ahalf
millions judiciously expended is not
too much, in the present condition of the
colony. I remember when the first loan
was proposed there was an idea that we
should be ruined, but borrowing is only
bad when the money is recklessly ex-
pended, and the only question to my
mind, as far as the water supply to the
goldfielils is concerned, is whether the
money will be wisely espended. I am
confident that the scheme is practicable,
The Engineer-in-Chief has been with us
for some time now, and in all undertal-
ings he has been proved to be within his
estimates, more particularly with regard
to the Fremantle harbor works and
railways. There is really no great difti-
culty about the scheme; it is simply a
question of the amount of power required.
The great difficulty is whether the water
is wanted when it gets there, and I hope
the Government, when they bring the
question before the Homse. will be pre-
pared to show that there is a demand for
it. I have heard that there will be a
ready sale for the water, and that the
Government will have no difficulty in
disposing of it. I have also heard of
other private schemes of reticulation, and
I do not think that the Government
scheme should be allowed to interfere
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with o privale arrangment, especially if
they will provide the water cheaply, as
they propose.

Mki. JLLINGWORTH :
will give it for nothing.

Mr. COOKWORTHY : The Engineer-
in-Chief assures us that the water can he
gold for 8s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons, and
thut the estimate allows for cost of
construction, maintenance, sinking fund,
and interest, Have we the least reason
to doubt that these figures are correct ?
I hope hon. members will consider this
scheme dispassionately, and not be biassed
by any private schemes whieh may be
brought forward. I think we should
coustruct the railways to Menzies and
Kanowna, because these may be called
agricultural railways, for they will assist
to develop the agricnltural interests, as
well as assist the goldfields. I am glad
to hear that the Fremantle Harbor
Works are progressing satisfactorily, and
am pleased with their progress. The
proposed wharves will be a great con-
venience to vessels when they are able to
come alongside, and will relieve the con-
gestion which sometimes exisls. The
Glovernment are acting wisely in propos-
ing to build agricultural raibways. They
could not do better with their current
revenue.  The agricultwral districts of
this colony require as much development
as the gouldfields. A railway from Pin-
jarrah towards the Williams, T have
every reason 1o believe, would tap splen.
did country and s magnificent forest.
The timber industry of this colony is
increasing rapidly, and when greater
facilities are afforded, the large quantities
required can be supplied without diffi-
culty. I have heard some hon. members
speak against the heavy introduction of
imports as shown in the report of the
Collector of Castoms, but while the colony
is prospering, and there is an expansion in
the timber and gold industries, we should
take into consideration that men will go
wherever they are best paid. It is difi-
cult; to met men to go in for farming when
they gel higher wages on the goldfields
and at the timber mills, There are few
men, between twenty and thirty, now at
work in theagricultura! districts, and the
difficulty is to find lubor to produce. I
know of tny own experience that in
nearly all the agricattural districts of the
South-west there is not anything like the

The Government



Address-in-Eeply.

production which was to be seen formerly,
because the wen wre otherwise employed,
and that the men find it best to buy
their food stuffs, and to send away tim-
ber and gold. Although on principle I
am a free-trader, I should like to sece
a certain amount of atteation bestowed
on the farming industry, which is now
languishing and is in danger of being
vuined. I dow’t think the Govermment
want to sce that, becanse it is admitted
that the farming industry is the real
mainstay and backbone of apy country.
I maintain that with the present state of
the finances il would he wise Lo assist the
farmiug industry. The time may come
when we can throw our ports open, but
that time hus notarrived yet: I am also
glad to see that the Government bave
imtroduced a Bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Bank Act. Instances have been
brought before me, and 1 now call the
altention of the Premier to one of them,
where a man has mortgaged his property
to the Government at his own cost, and
for 12 months he was unable to get any-
thing from the bank, simply because be
had not complied with all the conditions
presented. T am glad that the Govern-
ment intend to enlarge the scope of the
bank’s operations, so that men who give
security can get mouey ont, for hy wort-
gaging they are unable to go clsewhere.
fAx Hon. Memesr: How did he get
his mortgage?] 'He sent his Jeeds to the
bank, but could not get the money. That
man was a very good sample of the
farmers of Quindalup. ‘That district can
produce a great deal of the stuff wanted
on the goldfields, and I trust that the
Government will provide it with a rail-
way in order to bring it to market. T
bave heard a good deal in this House
about large land proprietors ; down there
there are 50 farmers who bave small
areas of land, who raise the very things
required for the goldfields, viz., potatoes,
onions, and vegetables, but they have no
outlet for the stuff, and I hope and trust
thuat the Government will give them a
railway abt no very distant date. The
district is on the road to the Margaret,
where the best goldfields of the colony
will be found.

Mz. JAMES : The Premier has listened
to eulogics delivered by the hon. member
for Sussex so long that T can quite under-
stand why he blushes. Although T con-
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gratulatetheGovernmentgenerally,I think
that if we have nothiog but praise to be-
stow, we might as well simply give our
votes in the old party spirit. I think that,
with all due respect, there never has been
amore important Speech than the present.
It is astonishing that a Speech con-
templating an expenditure so enormous
wis received by hon, members—I say it
with respect—without the least astonish-
ment or criticism. I amalways prepared
to recognise that at this particular
period of our history we must take upon
our shoulders great responsibilitics, and,
therefore, I generally approve of the
policy, although the Lnes laid down m
that policy are somewhat narrow. With
rogard to-this very large expenditure, we
should not overstep the bounds of cau-
tion, and land ourseclves in the terrible
indebtedness which has fallen upon the
sister colonies, owing to—1T have to use a
valgarism — “swollen head” I am
pleased to find that Federation occupies
a conspicuous part of the Speech. The
matter deserves the first attention, and I
say Lthat Western Australia, occupying
the position which she does, should re-
cognise that this question is of para-
mount importance. If I show a want of
patience at times when dealing with this
question, I do not do so from any want
of necessary respect to the Government,
but hecause I desire to express my feel-
ings on a question that should be dealt
with immediately, and in considering it
we should free ourselves from narrow
parochial jcalousies, and remember only
that we are Australians. It maiters not
so much whether, as far as we are im-
mediately concerned, we are successful
and prosperous ; we should aim at success
and prosperity for Australia, and ap-
proach the question of Federation from
that standpoint. We should not deal
with it as we would with a purely local
matter ; we do not consider questions in
this House merely as they affect Perth
and Fremantle, but as to how they affect,
the interests of the whole of the colony. 1
hope it will not be merely a matter as to
how much money we will make out of
Federalion, or whether Western Australia
alone will make a gain out of if. 1f that
1s Lo be our attitude, we will never have
our share of Federation, because we will
not deserve it, and are not worthy of it.
We might just as well approach the
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question of the interest, say, of Perth as
against Fremantle or vice wersa, instead
of the interests of the whole colony. If
we enter upon Federation, we should do
g0 to benefit the whole of Australia, and
not to further the interests of any par-
ticular part of it. We are not told
exactly what method is to be followed
in appuinting delegates. T would say, let
them be elected by the whole of the
colony, and I think that course would
add greatly to the personnel of those who
are 8o elected. T am afraid that we
shall always be human in this House, and
if we are given the appointment of these
delegates, personal idens may overweigh
our sense of duty, and I don't think we
could give the qguestion unhiassed consi-
deration. It is not a question of party,
and it is not prejudiced by any political
considerations whatever, and I am cer-
tain that if the question of Federation
went before the people of Western Aus-
tralia to-day it would have most loyal
support, and would be considered free
from any side issues. T am glad that
we are not going to isolate oursclves,
but take joint action with the other
colonies. I am pleased that the water
scheme is not to be made a party question,
and have great Thopes that before
long the Premier will recognise the
correctness of my views, and that we shall
be able to abelish '* government by con-
tradiction,” and he guided in our do-
cisions by principles, more or less
lnudable, rather than merely seek to
occupy the Government benches in order
to enjoy the power and draw the pay. If
ever there was a national question, that
question is that of the water supply. I
want to keep ny mind perfectly clear and
open upon it. It seems to me that we
shall require very weighty argumonts to
justify us in undertaking this work. We
should not be satisfied with the opinion
of only one or two men. I think I am
correct in saying that this necessity was
not recognised last year. [THE PREMIER:
No, you are not.] Before we undertake
this great work, iovolving uot only a
lurge initial outlay, but also a subsequent
enst for upkeep, members ought to be
thoroughly convinced that it is a good
scheme, and not take it for granted
that it is such merely becuuse it is
brought forward by the Government.
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question, apart from any party considera-
tions; oand I hope the Premier will
carry  out  his  promise npot to
make it a party question. If
the Government put forward proposals
for deep boring they would greatly
strengthen the hands of the Premier on
this question. I believe I am not mis-
taken when I say thut deep boring was
promiged last session, and the opinion of
the House seemed to be unanimously in
favor of the proposal. I don’t care what
experts say : we want the test applied.
It is curious and interesting thut where
artesian supplies have been found in places,
in opposition Lo the opinion of authorities,
the experts have always been prepared to
find reasons why it should be go. It
might be some satisfuction to the House
if the Premier would ascertain how it is
that so much delay has arisen, and so
little has been done in reference to deep
boring for water, and how it ig that we
are only getting this deep boring cdluring
the laust few months, when this great
scheme for conveying water to the gold-
fields has been proposed. Ii has heen
rumored that obstacles have been thrown
in the way of boring, and that the
gentleman who is responsible for this
Lurge water scheme is responsible ulso
for the obstacles which have been placed
in the way of the boring. We shall have
frem the Premier, in o few days, full
details of this large water scheme, and I
want to keep iy mind open concerning
it. I have doubts in my nind at present,
and T express them here. FEven if T were
couvinced that this would be a good worlk,
it will be a question with me, as with
other members, whether, now that we are
entering on our last session as a Parlia-
ment, we should be justified in under-
taking a work of such magnitude, until
the new Purliament can meet. We shall
hear that point discussed when the

matter comes up for consideration.
It is a peoint worthy of the
serious and careful attention of

every member. In regard to the railway
works suggested in the Speech, I do not
think there will be any dissentient voice
in the House. They involve the expen-
diture of comparatively small amounts,
and I think we are willing to have the
respousibilily of undertaking them in this
last session of this Parliament. 1 regret

We should deal with it us a national |, to see no reference in the Speech to the
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question of the management of our rail-
ways. I was hoping the Speech wonld
inform us that the Government intend
to place the railways under the manage.
ment of one independent Commissioner,
We shall have to atrive at that state of
affairs, and the soonerwe doso the better. I
may be wrong, but I think it undesirable
that the railways and the works of this
colony should continue under the control
of one man. I think our Engineer-in-
Chief, though an able mun, cannot know
everything, and if we can get a man who
knows something abeut our railways, and
can have a free hand in their manage-
ment, we shall have better administration
than at present. In counection with the
question of railway rolling-stock, I was
struck with the adroit maaner in
which the Engineer - in - Chief got
out of thut difliculty. T have been
under the impression that  the
Eugineer-in-Chief pretty well ran the
railways in addition to the works, and
that sometimes he even ran the Ministry.
I have heard from a Minister himself,
that you cannot come in contact with the
Engineer-in-Chief, who ought to have
been a lawyer, because he can always
prove his case, however bad; and after
an interview with him, you wake up the
next morning and think what a donkey
you have heen. This gentleman does
not like the reilways to pass out of his
coubrol.

Me. Smveson: Why don't you
relieve him of them?
Mr. JAMES: Yes, why not? If

you do that, the railways will be much
better managed than they are now. I
believe that if the Traffic Manager, Mr.
Davies, had had a freer band before the
recent trouble, lhe railways would bave
been managed in a much better way;
and if we are to have aun independent
Commissioner to manage our railways, I
hope that Mr. Davies, who has served us
so well, will have an opportunity of
managing them in that ecapacity. I
rejoice to see that the Premicr has ap-
proached the important question of water
supply for the goldficlds with every con-
sideration for the working man, and 1
do hope he will bring this principle
home, and see that the Government men
who are employed in the different de-
partments are paid a decent wage.
Even in this colony, where we are
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supposed to have good times and
prosperity, and where we certainly have
expensive living——just look at the cost
of living in Perth, and especially the
house rents!—if we have this surplus
revenue, some of it should be used to pay
just wages to the servants of the Govern-
nment. The question of subletting the
Government contracls has cropped np,
and I rejoice to see it is receiving careful
attention from the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. Some of the contracts for public
works in Pertb have been sublet so
much that half-n-dozen persons seem to
live on one contract, and make a profit
out of it. Cowmnplaints are constantly, and
I thiuk justly, made as to the way in
which we pay our men inthe Post and
Telegraphs Department. Scme men go on
at 7 0'clock at night, and work till 8 o’clock
next morning, I think there wmust be
something wrong in an administration
that allows things like that to go on un-
checked, Tt ought not to be necessary for
members of {his House to bring forward
such makbters, or for constituents to go
to members, asking them to draw atten-
tion to such abuses as these. "The Civil
Service needs remedying in lots of ways,
and I was hopeful that we should have a
Bill this session dealing with the re-
organisabion of the service. Irvegret very
much indeed that that Bill has not
been brought forward. As to the report
of the Civil Service Commission not hav-
ing reached the Government, I think the
Grovernment do not want it. They told
us they were prepared to bring in a Bill
directly the labors of the Commission

censed.

Tue Prumier: They have not
ceased yet.

Me. JAMES: I am aware of that,

but I was hoping the Government would
bave been prepared to bring in the pro-
mised Bill this session, for I do not think
the Commission would have felt hurt if
the Government had breoughi in the Bill.
T rather think the Commission will
strongly recommend the Governinent and
this House to comsiderably re-orgunise
the service. The Governnent are greatly
to blame for the manner in which they
are neglecting to build up a good Civil
Service. DMinisters take far too much of
mere clerical labor on themselves, and I
say again we do oot want men who are
placed in high positions to do depari-
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mental work that ought to be dove by
clerks. If men in the service are not
trained to do this work, the result will
be that, when the present Government
leave office, they will not leave
beliind them i race of servants qualified
and trained to carry on the work while
the new Ministers get into the way of it.
If Ministers would get rid of incapable
servants, they would do good for them-
selves, and lighten the labors of other
officers of the Government. As to the
architectural branch of publie works, I
say again, as J said last year, that I do
not believe m all the Government build-
ings being designed by one man. I like
variety n buldings, and if we had
competition among architects for the
Government designs—I do not mean the
Manchester school of competition, getting
the lowest price, but I wmiean getting a fuir
price—if we did that, I am certain we
should have Deiter buildings and
better designs in every way, inter-
nally and e\ternd.llv, and the work would
be done more cheaply. more promptly,
and wore efficiently. These are cou-
siderations to be borne in mind. In the
Speech we have a railway sugpested in
connection with the agricultural interest.
I should gladly support that, but. I de
think the Grovernment are taking it too
frequently for granted that, by the mere
batlding of milways, you settle the
lands. In building a nulw‘w we are apt
to think that all fand though which that
railway passes is thereby opened up and
settled; but I think the Premier, great
as have been his services to the colony,
could not do better, with his unique ex-
perience of the land laws and the state
of the land in this
to bring some scheme forward for the
settlement of the land; and even if that
scheme involves a million of money, I
will “ go the whole hog,” and support

[ASSEMBLY ]

colony, than -

him in 16, for I know nothing that is of :

more importance to this country than the
settlement and development of the lands
we have. So far as the re-distribution

of seats is concerned, I think we are '

agreed upon the necessity for that; but
I should be sorry if the Government
proposed to give to the goldficlds all the
members tllev have been clumoring for.
To talk about giving them 12 or 15
members is talking rubbish, I hope the
Government won t forget that the com-
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mercial centres deserve consideration
pacticularly Perth and Fremantle, T
regret there iz no reference to the re-
striction of the importation of Chinese
into the colony. It is a matter engaging
the attention of some of the sister
colonies, and I will wait for the passing
of a Bill on that subject now betore one
of the Australian colonies. We have a
Chinese Restriction Act, which defines a
Chinese as being a native of China; and
all we have to do, by way of amend-
ment, is to say that ¢ Chinese” shall
mean an Asiatic. That will settle all the
trouble. Another important feature of
the Speech is the suggested reduction of
taxation through the Customs. In deal-
ing with this question, it is nearly time
we made up our minds whether we are
going to reduce our taxation on pro-
tectionist lines or on free-trade ines. Ido
not believe w free trade, and if I thought
any intended reduction was based on
free-trade principles I would oppose it
most heartily. 1 believe thoroughly in
protection. 'lhercare many free-traders
who arve like the member for Sussex; for,
while they talk loudly about free trade,
they abways want free trade for the other
man, and protection for themselves. I
want to repeat my vegret that the
Government have not brought forward
more matters of what 1 may call domestic

legislation. These are small matters,
perhaps, hut embadying important

principles; and, if left, will become, as
time goos on, more difficult to deal with
satisfactorily. I should like to see the
Government deal with State life assurance.
It has worked admirably in New Zealand,
and I am sure it will be in force in all parts
of Australasia within 15 years. I think
the Government might well take the
initiative, and introduce it here. An Act
embodying the principle has been in force
in other colonies for 22 vears, and that
fact ought to commend itself, even to
conservative members of this House. As
to the improvement of people’s properties
by making Government rallways through
their land, why should we not ask those
fortunate owners to pay back to the
State some small portion of the large
profit they muke out of the enhanced
value thus given to their properties?
Treg Presier: Near towns, you mean ?
Mzr. JAMES: I will support the
principie if I can get the thin edge of the
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wedge in anywhere. As to the licensing
laws, Lhey are chaotic; they are out of
date. Wehave a great movement in the
eastern colonies, and indeed throughout
the Bnglish-speaking world, in connection
with the liquor licensing question ; and 1
do think the Government can do a great
deal to lessen the evil of excessive drink-
ing, by providing that all liquor sold
shall be pure; by iusisting, as far as
possible, thut the system of drinking in
back parlors shall be abolished; by pre-
venting the attractions or temptations to
drinking that exist now ; and, above all,
by insisting that when a licensed house
becomes a mere drinking-shop, the Licence
ghall be forfeited. As to the practice of
granting renewals in ordinary course, I
do not suppose there has beenan instance
of a renewal being refused by the
licensing magistrates here, unless there
had been an outery against the house.

I should like to see the system
so altered  that, before granting
a renewal, the omus of proving

the applicant’s fitness, and other condi-
tions, should be thrown upon kim in a
stricter degree, so that the application
for a venewal should not be granted as a
matter of form. T heartily congratulate
the Government on the proposal for the
deep drainage of Perth. 1 do nob guite
follow the reasoning of the hon. member
for Nannine, when he iells us that the
healthiness of a seaport affects the whole
colony, while that of the capital does not.
It the people arriving in a colony, or
others settled in it, have to come to an
unbealthy centre in connection with
husiness matters, as people now came to
Perth, the risk to health affects the
people all round, and is a risk that should
be dealt with sertously. 1 hope this
deep-sewerage scheme will not be char-
acterised by those delays which too fre-
quently characterise the Government
works. 8o far as finance is concerned,
my ideas are old-fashioned, and I always
have u grave doubt when I see a large
amount of money being spent, for I feel
then that the day of reckoning must
come, and I always listen to those who
ate inclined to preach the lesson of cau-
tion. Although we are anxious to push
the colony ahead in a bold and progres-
sive manner, | cannot forget that there s
only a thin line of demarcation between
boldness and recklessness. Let us en-
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deavor to keep thisin view in dealing
with lavge and increasing expenditure,
and I hope we shall be careful to avoid
the temptations and disasters which bave
beset the sister colonies.

On the motion of Mr. Hassernu, the
debate was adjourned until the next
day.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9.57 o'clock,
p-m., until next day.

Tegislatibe Assemblp

THurspaY, 16ty Jurny, 1896.

Motion : Correspondence re Abolition of
Aborigines Protection Board—Motion :
Return ve values and duties on im-
poris—Address-in-Reply - debate ve-
sumed —Message requesting appropria-
tion of £2,500,000 for waler supply
to goldficlds—Coolgardie Water Supply
Bill ; firet rveading—Adjowrament.

The Spenker took the chair at
4.30 o'clock, p.m.

PravErs.

MOTION—CORRESPONDENCE RE ABOLI-
TION GF ABORIGINES PROTECTION
BOARD.

Mr. SIMPSON, m accordance with
notice, moved—* That there be laid upon
the fable of the House all further cor-
respondence relating to the amendment
of the Constitution Act, and the
abolition of the Aborigines Protection
Board.”

Agreed to.



